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Luscious Needlepoint from EHRMAN TAPESTRY 
















ollowing the rebirth of knitting, needlepoint 1s the next craft to 
experience a dramatic revival. Kaffe Fassett, Candace Bahouth, Elian 
McCready and other leading textile designers are all involved and 
their glorious creations are unlike anything else you have ever seen. 
Despite their stunning originality these needlepoint designs only require 
the mastery of one stitch, and all the materials come conveniently 
packaged in a kit. Needlepoint has always been one of the most relaxing 
pastimes and now it has inspired a whole generation of designers with 
its artistic possibilities. 


All our kits include 100% cotton canvases printed in full color, all the necessary 
yarns in 100% wool, a needle and an easy to follow instruction guide to get 
you underway. 





ABOVE: KLIMT: BLUE 
RIGHT: KLIMT: CORAL AND KLIMT:TAUPE 
Candace Bahouth was inspired by the wonderfully 
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rich backgrounds she found in Gustav Klimt’s 
paintings. She mixes gold thread with wools and 
merges blocks of color with swathes of oriental 
pattern to create these exotic pillows. They would 
fit equally well in a contemporary or traditional 
interior so why not add one of these breathtaking 
designs to your own living room? Measuring 

14” x 14” they are all worked on 10 holes to the 


inch canvas. $79-00 now 00 each 











Artist Elian McCready captures these cats with astonishing 
clarity. She has a painter’s way with a needle and a true love 
of her subject. The ‘Marmalade Cat’ measures 18.5” x 14”. 
While the ‘Naxos Cat’ is a little smaller at 16.5” x 13”. Both 
are stitched on 10 holes to the inch canvas and they would 


make a perfect pair. $100:00 r ow $85.0( 
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LEFT: WHITE PEONY cenTER: PINK PEONY 

RIGHT: CORAL PEONY 

Fabulous, bold designs from Kaffe Fassett in rich, vibrant 
colors. Just take up a needle and watch the flowers 
bloom. Each square measures 17” x 17” and the designs 
are stitched on a 10 holes to the inch canvas. 


EHRMAN TAPESTRY 
TOLL FREE ORDER LINE 
888 826 8600 


7 www.ehrmantapestry.com 
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Quick to Make: 
3 Gittworthy Projects 


Conjure up a magic flower 
BY APRIL MOHR 


Create colorful fabric beads 
BY SHARON BENTON 


Build festive felt-backed flowers 
BY LINDA LEE 


Shortcuts to a Designer Jacket 
If you love the softly quilted French jacket 
but long for quicker results, look no further 
BY CHERI DOWD 


Top-Shelf Fabric: 
Worth Its Weight in Gold 


Discover a mastery of color and texture 
in this unparalleled bouclé 
BY JUDITH NEUKAM 


Foolproot Fly Zipper 

It’s time (finally) to say farewell to 
bumpy zipper bottoms 

BY JUDY BARLUP 


By the Seat of the Pants 


There's no need to live with a baggy seat 
when just two quick tucks can fix it 
BY KATHLEEN CHEETHAM 


The Secret to Slinky Knits 

Take a cue from the runway and get a look 
that’s super-slimming 

BY PAT MORIARITY 


Choose an Iron the Way 
the Experts Do 


Analyze your pressing needs and find 
the features that get the job done right 
BY JAN GROVER 
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SHARON BENTON (“Make 3 Giftworthy Proj- 
ects in No Time: Create Colorful Fabric Beads”) sought a 
freer way to express her creativity and happened upon 
an art-quilt class. She was instantly smitten. When she 
lost her job as a technical writer in 2001, Sharon turned 
to sewing. She started teaching basic sewing, free- 
motion quilting, and purse construction. Sharon spent 
most of her life in the United States, but she currently 
resides with her family in Copenhagen, Denmark. See 
Sharon’s line of patterns and kits at Q42Designs.com. 


JAN GROVER (“Choose an iron the Way the Experts 
Do”) was trained as a historian and teaches sewing 
classes in Minnesota. She learned to sew while attending 
a 4-H group in California, and since that time she’s done 
tailoring, studied historical textiles, and created many 
machine- and hand-sewn garments. Because pressing 
plays such a significant part in shaping garments, Jan has 
become particularly interested in irons, both contempo- 
rary and historical, and shares her wealth of knowledge 
with the Threads readers beginning on p. 60. 


PAT MORIARITY (The Secret to Slinky Knits”) 
learned to sew at her mother’s knee, designing clothes 
for her dolls. Seven years ago, Pat returned to her sewing 
roots when a friend talked her into attending a sewing 
expo. As a result, she bought a new machine and began 
sewing after a 25-year hiatus. Pat enjoys the challenge of 
working with uncommon techniques and fabrics in the 
design process. “Think outside the box and experiment” 
is her mantra. Pat lives in Plymouth, Wisconsin, with her 
husband, Jerry. She also enjoys teaching aerobics, travel- 
ing,reading, gardening, and doing volunteer work. 


CHERI DOWD (‘Shortcuts to a Designer Jacket”) 
has no problem sewing wool bouclé during South Caroli- 
na summers. While she was a kindergarten teacher (now 
retired), the majority of her sewing, including one new 
wool suit each year, was accomplished during her sum- 
mer breaks. Cheri is currently a jewelry designer known 
for her wire-crochet creations. She and her husband, Bill, 
moved to South Carolina from Michigan in 1999 in search 
of a warmer climate. Their home, custom-designed by 
Cheri, overlooks a golf course, and they make good use of 
their location by golfing at least once a week. 
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ThreadsLetters@taunton.com 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


Smart Sewing 


t pays off to be smart, especially when it 

comes to sewing. We all want to get the 

maximum results for our time spent stitch- 
ing. That’s why our working name for this issue 
has been “Smart Sewing.” 

First, what’s smarter than our bonus Simplicity 
Threads collection pattern offer for the bestselling 
no. 4084 trench coat pattern? Plus, you'll find three 
fabulous Quick-to-Make gift projects to use up your 
favorite stash of scraps in a flash. And create a softly 
quilted designer jacket in a fraction of the usual time 
with amazing results. | “borrowed” the longer jacket 
(seen on p. 38) for the recent 2006 American Sewing 
Expo and wore it while providing commentary for the 
finalists’ fashion show for the Seventh Annual Inspired 
by Threads Challenge. That glamorous garment was 
as comfortable as a bathrobe and is next on my list 
of must-makes. 

In fact, I’m writing this letter on the plane back from 
the Novi, Michigan, expo, still flying high from attend- 
ing another great show, seeing finalists wearing the 
garments that Threads magazine has inspired, and 
having many wonderful conversations with readers. 
It’s not too early to start your entries for the 2007 
challenge—you can take your inspiration beginning 
with the August/September 2006 issue. Find more 
info at ThreadsMagazine.com. In this issue in par- 
ticular, | think you'll find plenty of inspiration. | want 
to see something from each and every one of you 
for next year’s challenge. | can’t wait! Happy holiday 
wishes to all. 

—Amber Eden, Editor, Threads 


P.S. We are hard at work on our special Threads pub- 
lication, Sew Stylish, advertised in this issue. You'll go 
beyond the pattern with basic training, couture tech- 
niques, and runway-ready projects to help you sew 
clothes you'll love to wear. Find Sew Stylish on news- 
stands where Threads is sold in February 2007, or order 


it online at ThreadsMagazine.com/Sew. 
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painting on quilts 
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continued 


MAKE TIME FOR INSPIRED SEWING 
Everyone knows about the benefits of 
sewing: making clothes, home decor, etc. 
But one thing that gets overlooked is how 
this wonderful hobby makes us feel. 

I had a particularly bad day yesterday. 
The day being almost over, tired and in 
tears, I surrounded myself with my pat- 
terns and stash of fabric. I did not make 
anything that evening. I just sat there, 
allowing myself to dream. Before I knew 
it, was smiling again! Thanks, Mom, for 
introducing me to sewing. 

—Stanya Peacock, Anguilla, BWI 


One night, I decided to take a break from 
Pattern Review and instead sew a skirt. A 
few hours later, I had a skirt that I wore 
to work the next day. That's when I real- 
ized I love sewing too much to ignore it 
for long. From now on, I will do some- 
thing related to sewing every week. It 
doesn't matter how smal it is; if it brings 


new tips. I have been sewing for more 
than 65 years now and still find it my 
favorite hobby. I recently got into em- 
broidery. My family can't believe I bought 
such an expensive machine at my age, 
but what keeps me going is my machine 
and Threads magazine. I can't think of 
another thing Id rather do to keep a posi- 
tive mind. Keep your sunny side up, and 
protect my Threads magazine. Okay? 

— Marlene Smith, via email 


Editors Note: Ifyour issue is severely dam- 
aged, contact customer service at 800-477- 
8727 for a replacement. 


ABOUT THREADS ISSUE NO. 127 

I think that you finally got the “new” 
Threads right. I was one of those disap- 
pointed subscribers when you changed 
the format to go back to the real basics 
for beginner sewers. Although I've been 
sewing forever, I still don’t think of myself 


From now on, | will do 
something related 
to SEWINE every week. 


a smile to my face, I am going to make 
time for it. Here's to inspiration! 
—Deepika Prakash, PatternReview.com 


PROTECT MY THREADS, PLEASE! 
Threads is the only magazine I save and 
treasure, but recently you changed from 
putting it in a plastic wrap to no protec- 
tion. I was so disappointed because the 
post office is rough on magazines, and 
my last issue had a couple of rips in 
the cover. Is there any chance youl be 
going back to some type of protection on 
the issues? I know you are trying to cut 
costs, but that is one thing the customers 
need, especially if you keep them as I do. 
Thank you for such a wonderful maga- 
zine and the great job you folks do for us. 
I enjoy the more advanced sewing and 


10 THREADS 


as an expert. I like to design and sew 
simpler garments that fit well, with some 
uniqueness to each one. The November 
issue had articles for beginners but also 
things for the more experienced sewer as 
well as suggestions of ways to do things a 
bit differently. Thank you. I am now look- 
ing forward to the next issue of Threads. 
—Nan Ides, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


I've been enjoying the new format of 
Threads, especially this new issue. I've 
found many magazines out there that 
are great if you are over 40, but 7hreads is 
the only one geared toward the under-40 
crowd. I will now be resubscribing when 
the time comes (I was hesitant about it a 
year ago). Thanks for inspiring! 

— Theresa Brooks, Montgomery, Illinois 


I always enjoy your magazine, but this 
November issue is exceptional. It is fabu- 
lous and relates quite well to what I’m 
teaching my students. It helps when they 
receive reinforcement from a current 
magazine. The new look is fantastic, and 
the assorted information is eye-catching 
and informative. Keep up the good work. 
— Kay Webb, Durham, North Carolina 


I received my copy of Threads magazine 
yesterday and was curious about “Two 
Vintage Twists on One Classic Skirt.’ I 
went straight to p. 62 and DEVOURED 
the article! You have really excelled with 
this issue. Lots and lots of kudos to 
everyone involved. 

— Chris Camm 


Your last issue is the best ever. As soon 

as I saw the cover I was impressed, but 
the real excitement started when flip- 
ping through the pages. I love, love, love 
this issue—even if it wasn't all for me. It 

is better than reading through a Vogue 
magazine. Keep up the fabulous work. 
Many of us are enjoying the magazine 
and getting excited about sewing again. 

—Zoe Padin-Walker, via email 


Fitting articles and helpful hints are 
always of interest to me. In recent 
issues, I have observed that there is more 
interest in determining the fit of slacks 
by realizing that the body space for the 
seat is important. By the way, I really like 
the new format. I was going to cancel my 
subscription because the articles were 
too advanced for me. 

—lIone Goodhue, Ontario, Canada 


Editors Note: Ione, you read our minds. 
Read this issues “Fitting Series: The Seat.” 


THREADS ABBREVIATIONS KEY 


To save space, CB center back 

we sometimes CF center front 
abbreviate these s$.a. seam allowance 
frequently used RS right side 

terms. WS wrong side 
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SAVE *120 sy $300 — 


Embroidery Only Machine Sewist 509 1110DX Serger 

° 90 built-in designs ° 9 actual stitches, including an automatic e Dual Feed Dogs and Differential Feed 
° USB port for additional design transfer 4-step buttonhole ensure optimum precision 

e Easy on-screen editing ° Top, drop-in bobbin e Easy-to-follow upper thread guides 

° Crisp, back-lit LCD screen e Free arm e Adjustable cutting width 

e Automatic thread cutter e Just 17.5 Ibs, perfect for class e Retractable upper knife 

e Includes 2 hoops and travel e Easy-to-reach lower looper guides 


e Quick-change rolled hem 


msrp $299 S I 7 9 


“Free Holiday Wish Book 


fart wishing. planning and dropping hints 
foday! Stop by your participating (Janome dealer 
for a Free copy of our Holiday “Wish Book 








JANOME 


www.janome.com 





Offer valid October 15, 2006 - December 31, 2006. Valid at participating authorized Janome dealers in the USA on machines purchased during promotion dates. Not valid in combination 
with any other offer. See your local dealer for participation details. For a dealer near you, visit www.janome.com or call 1-800-766-SEWS (7397). © 2006 Janome America, Inc. 
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE IRONING SERIOUSLY. 


Professional Advancer 

The Professional iron ts The Advancer tron ts 
designed especially for engineered around major 
sewers and crafters technical innovations — from 
featuring a powerful, extra the Microsteam 400-hole 
long burst of steam and a Platinum soleplate and a 
new Laser stainless steel precision tip, to the Steam 
soleplate that glides easily Advance system for fast, 
over fabrics. effective crease removal. 





ROWenTTS 


www.rowenta.ca 
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ncomparable Buttons offers 

a wide range of handmade 

buttons to give your gar- 
ments a distinctive look. Due 
to a unique manufacturing 
process, the durable buttons 
are both machine washable 
and dry cleanable. There are 
more than a thousand button 
designs that come in a variety 
of styles and sizes to cater 
to both formal and fanciful 
applications. The individual 
button pieces are also made 
without holes as craft pieces 


74 


Inspire your wardrobe planning 


Stylish Skirts by Valerie Van 
Arsdale Shrader features an 
extensive variety of skirt styles 
and gives clear instructions on 
how to modify a pattern you 
may already own to create 

a great new look. Also by 
Valerie, Fun and Fabulous Tops 
to Sew does the same for 


‘«hookreview 










NOUNS 


and can be easily modified to 
form jewelry and other items. 
In addition, custom buttons 


€®) 


>. 
, 4 > ~ 


can be ordered for 
a one-of-a-kind 
look. (Visit Button 
Mad.com to see 
its collection and 
to find a retailer 
near you.) 


tops of all kinds. You'll learn all 
the basics necessary to make 
the skirt or top, and you'll 

also discover easy sewing 
techniques to embellish your 
garment to give it your own 
personal touch. (Both books, 
$14.95; LarkBooks.com; 
800-284-3388) 
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Easy seam ripping 


hen you use the 

Fons & Porter Table 

Top Seam Ripper, it 
feels as if you have gained a 
second set of hands. It comes 
with a heavy, weighted base 
and two different-size seam 
rippers that store safely, sharp 
side in. Plus, the slot on top 
allows you to place a seam 
ripper with the sharp side 
up so you can rip your seam 
without holding the tool. 
That means you don't have 
to continually put your seam 
ripper down to adjust your 
seam for ripping. ($9.99; 
FonsAndPorter.com) 
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THE INDIANAPOLIS 
MUSEUM OF ART UNVEILS 
ITS WEDDING EXHIBIT 





indian woman’s bridal 
shirt and trousers, 
about 1900 





English wedding dress, 1875 





The Indianapolis Museum of 
Art has assembled more than 
40 gowns from around the world 
for its exhibit “l Do—The Mar- 
riage of Fashion and Art.” The 
American and European gowns 
are on display at the Paul Fash- 
ion Arts Gallery, and the Asian 
and African gowns are shown in 
the Paul Textile Arts Gallery. The 
wedding gowns, veils, and other 
bridal attire and furnishings 
were made between the 19th 
and mid-2oth centuries. 

In addition, at the 
Dorothy and Lee 
Alig Textile Learn- 
ing Center (next 
to the galleries), 

12 mannequins 
illustrate the 
changes in dress 
silhouettes from 
the 1770s to the 
1960s. Visitors are 
permitted to touch 
the exhibits in this 
display, including 
the fabrics and 
materials. 

The Western 
gowns will be on 
view through 
April 22, 2007, 
and the Asian and 
African wedding 
garments will be 
on view through 
February 25, 2007. 
(Visit IMA-Art.org 
or call 317-920-2660 
for details.) 





American wedding dress, 1920 


Museum of Art 


Mdina pols 


ott Phillis 
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Save $1239 on 
the Koala Quilting 
Studio of your 


d FeEaAMS and get the Koala 
CraftCenter Cutting/Work 
Table for half price! 





Open: 
H: 29'A” x W- 55 'A” x D: 40 1A” 
Closed: 
HE 297" x We 55 A? = D: 20447 


50% off the Koala 
CraftCenter when 
ordered with the 
Koala QuiltMate Ill 
Studio. 


Koala QuiltMate III Studio Package 


Designed especially for quilters, the sleek lines of this cabinet 


offer a wonderful expanse of smooth and uncluttered workspace. Craft Center ships 









FREE ($300 value) 
QuiltMate II 1695 when shipped with 
the Quilt Mate Ill 
RollAbout 795 Studio 
QuiutMate III Companion Chest and Front Extension Leaf 795 
Koala SewComfort Chair 249 
Shipping: zcludes delwery into your sewing space, set-up and removal of packagng 300 
Total Regular Retail Price sast 








Regular $995 


Optional cutting 
mat $79 


Your Special Studio Price $2595 





a 
Thread & Notions Gift Box $210 value 
Colors and Finishes 44 Aoala Cabinets come fully assembled wth no exposed “Koala Cabinets give me the space, the storage, 
edges, beautifully finshed front to back, mside and out. and the style I want in my own dream sewing studio.” 


Nancy Zieman, PBS host of “Sewing with Nancy.” 


Nancy's Notions 


www.nancysnotions.com 


Call 1-800-833-0690 
/ pea oe 


Continental US shipments only. Limited time offer. 






Aico Plait Furia 


Varnut : | 


Cutting mai and deluxe machine insert not included, but can be purchased separately 










Outside 
cooler & rsa 

fininh tol & 
finish 
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SOURCES FINE FABRICS @ 
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notions - 


¢¢ Fashions fade, 
style is eternal. ”’ 
— Yves Saint Laurent 


Andy Warhol’s interview 
(New York, April 13, 1975) 


onthe 
roa 


MARCH 1-4, 2007 


Sewing & Stitchery Expo 

Western Washington 
Fairgrounds 

Puyallup, Washington 

SewExpo.com 

253-445-4632 





The American Woman's 


Home Collection 


The fabrics featured on the back cover can be found at: 


Harriet Beecher Stowe Center Windham Fabrics 
(Stowe’s historic house and gardens) 812 Jersey Avenue 

77 Forest Street Jersey City, NJ 07310 
Hartford, CT 06105 201-659-0444 
860-522-9258 Windhamfabrics.com 


HarrietBeecherStowe.org 


(NOTE: A second line in this collection will be launched in May 2007.) 
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Pain-free marking 


arpal tunnel and 












arthritis problems 

arent an issue with this 
“fat” marking pencil (Chubby 
Fabric Marking Crayon by 
Miracle Chalk). Make 
clear marks on 
your medium- 
to-dark fabric 
that disappear 
with the touch of 
a steam iron. (Test 
first on a fabric scrap 
to be sure your fabric 
isn't the exception to the 
rule.) Sharpen the marker 
effortlessly with a crayon 
sharpener, knife, or sand- 
paper. (Available in white 
only, $5.00; Charlotte 
WarrAndersen.com; 
801-967-8112) 





Create designer looks... 


EXP0°2007 
March 1:2°3-4 


Puyallup, Washington 
Ideas & Inspiration — 
Beyond Measure 





















| Learn to sew f 
esigner details © 
BEF Even VER a. Super quick ; 
ING TIPS sewing fixes ff 
| Hands-on Workshops Ghana a @ | 
More than 100 | eta pain 
: " | abric know-how 
Seminars Daily | 15 ay se Lee 
- More than 400 Sy vi i 
yeh Wh vom Ping 
Exhibitor Booths ~ Win onkred 
Product #034001 


TV Sewing Stars | 


| Sew Stylish, the first special issue from 
| Threads, reveals the secrets of sewing the 


Request a brochure today! latest styles-clothes youll love to wear. It’s 





packed with expert help that will build your 
skills and confidence. Master the basics, find 
great classes, compare sewing machines. 


, . | nock off a designer outfit, make an instan 
WWW.S Cwex p OF CO m pak jazz up ar lake and ae 
OL ey, 


every minute! Only $6.99, order today! 
Call 888-351-3610 
The Nation's Largest Sewing Show 


Or go to ThreadsMagazine.com/Sew 


This special issue is not part of any regular magazine subscription; 
on sale 2-13-07. Free standard shipping only. Payable in U.S. funds. 


presented by WASHINGTON STATE 
ry UNIVERSITY — Pierce County Extension 
~ 


The Taunton Press 
J fiageratonn for hands-on livung* © 2006 The Taunton Press 





Extension progroms and employment are available to al/ without discrimination 


Evidence of non-compliance may be reported through your focal Extension office 
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SEW SMARTER, BETTER, FASTER 


tips 


Magnetic bars keep notions in order 





GATHERING MADE EASY 
It can be difficult to gather fabric in order 


to attach it to a nongathered piece such 
as gathering a skirt to a waistband or 
bodice. Here's how I simplify the process. 

1. Determine how long you want the 
finished gathered piece to be including 
seam allowances (i.e., the length of the 
adjoining waistband or bodice), and cut 
a piece of %-inch- or ‘46-inch-diameter 
cording the same length. Secure the cord 
to the wrong side of the fabric to be gath- 
ered at the start of the seam. 

2. Using a wide zigzag stitch, continue 
stitching the cord to the fabric along the 
gathering line. Use one hand to hold the 
cord taut in front of the needle as you 
zigzag over it. With the other hand, feed 
the fabric into the machine, allowing the 
feed dogs to gather it. Be sure the stitches 
do not go through the cording. 
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3. Continue until your fabric and the 
cord ends meet at the other end of the 
garment seam, and secure the cord. 

Your gathered fabric will be the desired 
finished length ready to attach to the rest 
of your garment. 

—Karen Wolff, Laguna Hills, California 


TRACE YOUR PATTERN PIECES 

] like to be able to reuse a pattern so 
that I can take advantage of all of the 
sizes offered. I use a permanent marker 
to trace through the pattern tissue 
onto freezer paper. I lay the pattern 
tissue over the dull side of the paper, 
smooth the pattern on the paper, and 
trace and transfer all appropriate 
markings onto the tissue. The marks 
bleed onto the freezer paper to give me 
a perfect copy. When I'm finished, I 
mark the company, pattern number, 


| hung a magnetic bar purchased 
at a home-supply store on the wall 
behind my sewing machine. | put 
threaded needles there, a single- 
edged razor blade (for rapid ripping 
out), small scissors, etc. It makes 
these notions simple to store and 
easy to find. 

—Julienne Lambre, 

Rome, Italy 


iy ey re 


and other pertinent information on my 
new pattern pieces. 
J now have an easy-to-alter copy of 
the original pattern, which I can place 
(coated side down) and iron onto my 
fabric. It peels right off without leaving 
a residue (to be safe, I test first using a 
fabric scrap), and it can be ironed ona 
couple of times before it no longer sticks. 
This is especially helpful for small 
pieces, like facings, that tend to shift 
during pinning. 
— Rebecca Lowell, 
Santa Rosa, California 


SIMPLIFY PATTERN CUTTING 

Small pattern pieces are easy to cut when 
backed with freezer paper. Separate each 
small pattern piece from the large pat- 
tern sheet, leaving ample tissue around 
the edges. Press the shiny side of freezer 









Cabinets Cabinet 
Under $499 © Under $199 
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send us 
VOUT 


We will pay for all the 


ones we publish. 
Threads Tips 
PO Box 5506 


Newtown, CT 06470-5506 


or via email: 
Threads Tips@taunton.com 
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paper to the wrong side of each pattern 

piece, then fine-cut each piece—tissue 

and freezer paper together. The pat- 

tern pieces now stay neatly in place for 

rotary-cutting your fabric, and if you use 

weights, there's no need for pins. 
—Juanita Dean, Nashville, Tennessee 


LINE BUTTONS PERFECTLY 

I've found a way to line up three or more 
nonshank buttons on a sleeve vent that 
produces perfect results. I place the 
buttons face up ona flat surface appro- 
priately spaced. Next, I place a piece of 
transparent tape over the button faces, 
connecting them in the desired place- 
ment. I flip this unit over, so that the 
backs of the buttons are on top, and 

I position the sticky side of 14-inch, 
double-sided tape over the strip of but- 


Bias cutting made easy 


When | want to cut large pieces of fabric 
on the bias, | use a jumbo Sheetrock 
square (an oversize T-square). It’s big 
enough to mark or cut long bias strips, 
and while I’m working, it holds the fab- 
ric securely in place. 

—Tonya Campbell, 
St. Jose ph, Missouri 


tons. I remove the remaining protective 
paper from the other side of the tape and 
affix the buttons in place on the garment 
where they are to be stitched. My ma- 
chine sews buttons, and the tape holds 
them securely in place while I sew right 
through the tape for perfect placement. 
—Darlene A. Suchyta, DDS, 
Dearborn, Michigan 


FAST EMBROIDERY REMOVAL 
After I finished embroidering a name on 
a piece of paisley luggage, I discovered 
that the thread color I used didnt show 
up well. I had a difficult time trying to 
remove the stitches, until I discovered an 
easier, quicker way. I took a long glass- 
head straight pin and ran it through the 
embroidery thread on the outside of the 
bag about 20 stitches at a time. Then 
using a single-edged razor blade, I care- 
fully cut the thread along the top of the 
pin. I removed all of the embroidery with- 
out any damage to the bag in minimal 
time, with little effort and great results. 
—Judy Lee, Shreveport, Louisiana 


BACK YOUR APPLIQUES FIRST 
Here's a way to apply appliqués easily 
with smooth results even around curves. 
First, stitch netting or organza to the 
appliqué with right sides together. Stitch 
along the design’s outside seamline, 
overlapping the starting and ending 
stitches. Trim the seam allowance to 
about ¥% inch, and clip the curves and 
corners as appropriate. Cut a slash in 
the backing fabric, and turn the appliqué 
right side out. Press the edges flat, and 
youre ready to attach the appliqué to 
your garment with ease. 
—Judith Neukam, 
Threads technical editor 


KEEP STABILIZER ACCESSIBLE 

J use many kinds of stabilizers and have 
found that pants hangers help with stor- 
age. I use hangers with rungs that are 
designed to hold several pairs of pants. 

I put a different stabilizer on each rung 
and keep the instructions and brand 


Photos: Scott Phillips 


4. INDEPENDENT PATTERN seit Reise 


FOR THE STYLE ‘YOU WANT AND THE QUALITY YOU TRUST! 





The Bali Collection 
866-658-2612 
batikbutik.com 


L.J. Designs 
775-853-2207 
LJDesignsOnline.com 



















Encore Designs 
800-868-3003 
www.encoredesigns.com 


Clothing Designs by La Fred 
510-893-6811 
lafred.com 


Cutting Line Designs 
877-734-5818 
fabriccollections.com 


Modular Design 
503-722-5152 
kaylakennington.com 


Petite Plus Patterns 
877-909-8668 
petitepluspatterns.com 


Fashion Patterns by Coni 
360-638-2629 
fashionpatterns.com 


Great Copy Patterns 
262-898-1400 
greatcopy.com 


800-691-4293 
purrfection.com 


Islander Sewing Systems 
248-889-5091 
islandersewing.com 


503-761-6460 
saf-t-pockets.com 


SAF-T-POCKETS Patterns 


The Sewing Workshop 
785-357-6231 
sewingworkshop.com 


ReVisions Patterns 
707-540-0204 
dianeericson.com 


Shirley Adams’ Sewing Connection 
317-745-1501 
sewingconnection.com 


Purrfection Artistic Wearables 


Visit us online! 
www. patterncompanies.com 


Loot ror Tuc IPCA Logo AND BE ASSURED THAT PATTERNS ARE. 


° PROFESSIONALLY DraFTED 
© PROFESSIONALLY GRADED (MULTIPLE SIZING) 





© INCLUDE COMPREENSIVE, ILLUSTRATED PATTERN GUIDES 
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: i Sew longer. | 


, | Sew better. | 
The sitSin ble sewing tabfe" EW e er. 
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dILK 


| Exclusively in the U.S. 
§ 1.760.377.5378 
¥ | N N il | ie | Wwww.seweziusa.com 
, Correct Custom jitted to your 
height sewing machine 
Lowest prices. Same ray shipping. ‘Very 

The finest quality silks & cottons. — lightweight 
100,000 square yards of inventory, le Folds flat ja 











(800) 442.0455 or www.silkconnection.com 
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nee This! 


READER SERVICE NO. 101 


Think creative, think EQ! Check 
out these unique products for 
crafting, quilting, and more: 







| BEST selection of: 
machine embroidery 
supplies, fine linens, 
& free embroidery 
designs 












Fabric 
¢ Printable Peel 
and Stick Fabric 


THE ELECTRIC 






hee fin 


www.electricquilt.com 
sales@electricquilt.com 


1-800-356-4219 


QUIET 
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www.embroiderthis.com 


READER SERVICE NO. 40 








MONTEREY MILLS 


Fabrics and stuffing can be used 
for crafts, stuffed animals, toys, 
costumes and more. 


Orders usually shipped within 48 hours 









Send for free information or Send $5.00 
for sample swatches 
1725 E. Delavan Dr., Janesville, WI 53546 
Ph: 1-800-255-9665 ext. 2920 
Fax: 608-754-3750 
Email: campbellc@montereyinc.com 
www.montereymills.com 
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Kyoto Kimono 


2 


Vintage Japanese Kimono, 
Obi, Fabric & more: 
L Fr 
Lg 
= Pp f 











WWW. Meustokins wmo.com 


Visit our website or call us ai (607) 765-3960 to: 
* Join our Bundle of the Month 
($25 gets you one pound of ee a month) 
* Signup for our Spring Trip to Kyoto 
* Find kimonos, obi, fabric, Japanese- inspired quilt patterns 
and much, rable more, 


J 
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PRIZE FOR BEST TIP 


Do you have a good sewing tip? 
Send it in, and we'll pay you if we 
publish it. We'll also select the 
cleverest tip in each issue, and the 
winner will receive a gift package of 
Taunton Press sewing books. (You 
can see our entire line of fiber arts 
books on our Web site, Threads 
Magazine.com.) 


This issue’s winner receives: 


= More Fabric Savvy by Sandra Betzina. 
America’s best-selling quick guide to 
selecting and sewing fabrics includes 
more than 100 tips for working with 
all types of fabrics. ($24.95) 


= Creative Surface Design by Sandy 
Scrivano. This must-have book pro- 
vides step-by-step instructions for 
four of the most popular surface de- 
sign techniques: painting, stamping, 
stenciling, and embossing. ($21.95) 


= Fine Machine Sewing by Carol Laflin 
Ahles. Carol shares her proven 
“how-to” approach to master classic 
stitching, embellishing, and finishing 
techniques on the machine. ($27.95) 


= Couture Sewing Techniques by 
Claire B. Shaeffer. This comprehen- 
sive source offers techniques to help 
you create the elegance, detail, and 
polish of couture garments. ($21.95) 


= Power Sewing Step-by-Step by Sandra 
Betzina. Sandra shows how to build 
a wardrobe and how to make flat- 
tering fashion choices, as well as 
provides hundreds of great sewing 
techniques that will have you sewing 
like a pro in no time. ($34.95) 


information wrapped inside the stabi- 
lizer. The filled hanger is easy to place 
on a hook or closet rod for quick and 
easy access. 
—Barbara Kelsey, 
Valley Village, California 


REDUCE YOUR JEANS’ WAISTBAND 
When taking in jeans, sometimes it is 
difficult to ease the denim fabric to fit a 
smaller waistband without creating bulk. 
I have found that you can take apart the 
center-back (CB) seam through the seat 
and remove some of the fullness. 

Remove the stitching at the CB from 
the waist down to just below the back 
yoke seam. Slide one side of the CB seam 
allowance over the other and pin in 
place. The overlap acts like a dart to take 
in your jeans. 

Use thread that matches the color of 
the original topstitching, and set your 
machines stitch to match the length of 
the original topstitching. Resew the CB 
topstitching without opening the original 
folded seam allowances. The seam won't 
be a flat-felled seam—but it will look like 
it is, and the jeans will fit better. 

—Patricia Ferrito, Angola, New York 


FIND STRAY PINS 
I always keep a small stiletto awl on my 
magnetic pin cushion near my sewing 
machine. The awl is close at hand and 
doesnt get lost, but, more important, 
by resting it on the pin cushion, the awl 
becomes magnetized just enough to 
act as amini-magnet that can retrieve 
dropped pins. (A caution from the 
Threads editors—keep your computer- 
ized machine and magnets a healthy 
distance apart.) 

—Thea Chester, Klamath Falls, Oregon 


ALWAYS BUCKLE-UP FOR SAFETY 
J often transport my sewing machine in 
my car, and IJ use the passenger seat belt 
to keep it secure. I can rest assured that 
my machine wont accidentally fall off 
the seat and become damaged. 

—Anna Presland, Seattle, Washington 
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O % interest 


for 12 months with payment 


Magical Software Package Includes: 

+ Designer's Gallery — 
StudioPlus, CustomWorks, 
LetterWorks, SizeWorks 

+ Designer's Gallery Interactive 
Embroidery Designs — Dining In Lace 

* 600 Embroidery Designs 

- 125MB USB Flash Drive 

>A $2,782 Value 


FOR THE LOVE OF SEWING 


www,babylock.com 800-4.22-2952 


Offers valid from 9/'1,/06 to 12//31/06 ot participating Authorized Baby Lock 
Retailers, 0% financing for 12 months with payment based on approved credit 
Olfers not valid with ony other discounts or on previous purchases 
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PATTERN REVIEWS 


TESTED AND SEWN BY THREADS 


Essential, crucial, required... 


Accessories 


t started with Prada—belts, 
scarves, and hats paired 
with coats, dresses, and 
suits. Now every designer 
offers something to make the 
season sweeter—corsages 
and bows. Or warmer—gloves 
and leggings. Or spectacu- 
lar—handbags and capes. 
The happy result is that 
pattern companies, big and 
small, have amped up their 


accessory patterns. In this 
review, Ill fix your attention 
on eight key pieces—cor- 
sages, an evening bag, hats, 
evening gloves, belts, tiny 
purses, a dramatic cape, and 
an oversize bag—and show 
you how to make them look 
like the designers’ dreams. 


—— — Cee ETE ETE EEEIEEIInIEEEEIEnnn——— 





Anna Mazur is a Threads 
contributing editor. 


THREADS-APPROVED Every pattern you see here has been 
sewn and tested. We keep a close watch on the fashion trends 
and select patterns that reflect the latest looks. Each one is 
then sent to a talented tester, who sews it in muslin to evalu- 
ate the proportions, style, and pattern instructions. 













STYLE TIP: 


Fall/winter is the 


Mix-and-match 
silver, gunmetal, 

or gold fabrics to 
mimic Celine, Gucci, 
or Bottego Veneta. 


heavy-metal season. 


Gotta have ‘em: 
pretty corsages 


Indygo Junction, Floribunda 1736 
(IndygoJunction|nc.com) Cynthia Rowley’s got 
‘em, so does Vera Wang: fabric poppies and 
roses. Hats, scarves, even gloves are showing 
a little flower. Our tester recommends using a 
photocopier to enlarge or reduce the pattern 
sizes of these broaches. The “how-to-wool- 
felt” insert is handy. If it is missing, simply 
write to the company, and they'll happily mail 
you a copy. (Assorted sizes) 

—Tested by Anna Mazur, Avon, Connecticut 
an. A 
IS 
STYLE TIP: 
Go beyond wool. 
To get Vera 
Wang's look, try sy 
monochromatic 


silk posies with 
frayed edges. 






A great evening bag 
meets smart design 


Mary Jo Hiney Designs, Silk Adaptation, 
Reflection (QuiltersResource.com) This absolutely 
adorable small lined purse looks just as good on the 
inside: two pockets in the front, one in the back, and a 
zippered section to secure cash and keys. It’s ideal for a 
special night, a young girl's first bag, or a cute Saturday 
afternoon purse. You can’t go wrong with the instructions; 
they list exactly what to do. A useful interfacing tip—fuse 
the fabric first, then cut—is also included, as well as bead- 
ing, couching, quilting, and embroidery suggestions. (One 


size:10 in. X 5in. X Tin.) 


—Tested by Joan Repka, Haskell, New Jersey 
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Garments sewn by Morr 


HAT: Vogue 8051 


Make hats brimming with style 


Vogue 8051 (voguePatterns.com) If you’re a hat person, these five 
toppers from Patricia Underwood are for you. The wide-brim style, 
shown below, is perfect for front-row seats at a style show. Each ver- 
sion works in many different fabrics, but be sure to pay attention to 
the use of interfacing, wide horsehair, or buckram—especially with 
sheers. Diagrams of the crown section are an instruction-sheet must- 
read. Our tester cautions that the markings matching crown to brim 
can be easily confused from style to style, but using a 1%-in. seam 
allowance makes matching the seams easier. (Sized S—L) 


—Tested by Gayle Moline, Manson, lowa 





STYLE TIP: For that Emma Peel 


look, choose the sassy short brim. Use a 
subtle satin for the lining and banding. 
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GLOVES: 
Grande Finale GP534 


Get oo-la-la opera gloves 


Pattern Studio, Grande Finale GP534 (patternstudio. 


com) If you thought that you would neverin a million years make a 
pair of winter gloves, you're in for a treat. Our tester, too, started out 
totally puzzled: What in the world was a fourchette? (She came to 
find out it’s an inside finger panel.) But she simply followed the pre- 
cise directions, and the gloves turned out exactly as promised. The 
tester recommends creating a trial pair first in inexpensive fabric to 
check the fit. These slightly-above-the-elbow gloves are meant to be 
hand-sewn. NIFTY BONUS: Two woven designer labels are included, 
as well as a sheet of glove- 
making tips. (Sized S-XL) & 
—Tested by Mary Travis, 


STYLE TIP: 
Color is not 
important— 
State Line, Missouri MaxMara 
showed 
bold tones; 
Burberry 
Prorsum and 
A lB ei eo era gh ek a me ag Marc Jacobs 
LOOK FOR THESE ICONS ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS =‘ ‘* Includes sizes 24 and up went natural. 
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continued >>> 


PATTERN REVIEW continued 


BELTS: McCalls 5154 


Belts and scarves 
are must-make 



































McCalls 5154 (McCall.com) Belts and 
Scarves are more than key accessories on 
the runway this season: They're essential. 
This pattern of waist treatments, neckwear, 
skirt overlays, and charms lets your imagi- 
nation go crazy—experiment with different 
fabric types, creative trims, and rare embel- 
lishments, and you'll see up close how a 
simple bauble can change the whole feel 
of a garment. The instructions are clear and 
straightforward, and most views feature “-in. 
seam allowances (not the traditional % in.). 
(Sized XS-L, for waists 22—32 in.) @ 


—Tested by Johanna Mramor, 





Surrey, British Columbia 


STYLE TIP: 


For a statement belt, 
slateataieladeabaieladedadetededatabatedanbebatelaiadanebelemabelodakehaelaie mm me ne eae me oe oe ~=4 pair embellished 
ribbon with satin 
or charmeuse. 
Sling it low over 


Tiny bags could become addictive a simple dress or 


T-shirt-and-jeans. 


Diane Ericson, The Pacific Purse Collection 201 (thesewingplace. 
com) When you think accessories, do you agree that more is better? This pattern 
collection offers many possibilities, and we encourage you to make them all. All of 
these evening-size bags are easy to enlarge. The directions are thorough and offer 
additional design ideas. Our tester found making the bags to be a good exercise 
in sewing curves. She also found it a perfect opportunity to play around with her 
vintage buttons and buckles. (Assorted sizes) 


—Tested by Patty Robison, Bellingham, Washington 


STYLE TIP: the 


rectangular versions 
can go runway ina 
chunky knit, as D&G 

is showing this season. 
Line it so the bag 
won't stretch. 





' LOOK FOR THESE ICONS ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS = Includes sizes 24 and up 
@ Fast andeasy AChallenging techniques Petite options %* For knits only 


continued >>> 
26 THREADS 











Vcottection somo 


&y: Horn of America, Inc. Our Customers 


— = 
| a ee 






- a 
r _“ 
_ * ” 
wa - 
al — 
— _— « . 
a 7 hd = « . 
-— ; ee a 
“ ay | et 
———— = 
ait — Lm . Pr 1 
a 
« . a } 
- 
f 


=. 





>) Complete Sewing Studio: 


oGWing Cabinet 2 Storage Chests and a Chait 


Rov.b0. c 

RO4.b0 b (so, 

08.83 Lifetime Warranty | 
ee cisc New Drawer Extension ° 








Platform (of More 
Wok fA(6a rs Was deuce cho tas Fas ee 
| fasy storage with ROO elelslele olela ale e*elelelatatela ° 138 
— Locking ficiit Chair................8 230 
——_ Drop leat butting Table §=—griginal Gost ..... 8 2.985 
_—_—_, aT RG GaN NSCOUNT....5 1000 
© Shipped directToYourdoo. S260 = You Pay Only... 1.985 








 Avaifablei 
Whe (08 
Oak (Ht 





Shipping within Gontinéatal U.S. only. Hobby Cabinets of Séw ’N Vac Outlets, Ins. 


PATTERN REVIEW continued 


CAPE: Folkwear, Kinsale Cloak 207 


Shoes: Carlos by Carlos 
Santana, CarlosShoes.com 






This timeless cape will last a lifetime 


Folkwea r, Kinsale Cloak 207 (Folkwear.com) This sei ub TIP: 
, Shorten the cape to 


mid-calf and wear 
over a flirty dress, 
as shown in the 

Chaiken fall line. 





voluminous full-length cloak has been worn by men and 
women since the dawn of time—the included historical com- 
mentary is fun to read. Our tester long admired this versatile 
pattern—an optional detachable hood can be worn around 
the shoulders as an overcape or drawn up as a draped hood. 
She tells us that the tremendous amount of fabric at the 
neckline may be gathered by hand so that tiny unpressed 
pleats form. And although wool, corduroy, and denim are 
recommended, she suggests fabric with more drape, like silk 
velvet, soft cashmere, or the baby camel hair shown at right. 
(One size fits all) 

—Tested by Mary Ann Shannon, Columbiaville, Michigan 


Oversize bags are 
all over the runways 


Favorite Things, A Carpet Bag (FavoriteThings.net) If Mary 
Poppins didn't already have one, she would definitely make this 
carpet bag. Larger than a standard tote, it’s ideal for travel. Straps, 
corded handles, flaps, and dowel casings make this bag a standout. 
Our tester told us that while itisn’t difficult, a beginner may be daunted 
by the interlinings, linings, handles, and D-rings. Watch out for the mark- 
ings on the upper and lower straps; they’re not aligned on the pattern. 
For full packing advantage, use heavy-duty swivel hooks. If you make it 
in tapestry, it will last forever. (One Size: 14 in. X 20 in. X 7in.) & 


—Tested by Cindy Rodrigues, Reading, Massachusetts 


STYLE TTP: tn buffed mahogany 


leather, this carryall will give you a Chloe 
luggage look. Or try patent leather like 
Chanel or wool a la Marc Jacobs. 





we A am A 8 8 me Re HE Oe a RE et ee TRS wee bee ts Eye Beh Wek Re ASE FE RE UY FE AE RE YR Rib MY ye EE 


LOOK FOR THESE ICONS ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS ‘#Includessizes2q4andup_ 
@ Fast andeasy A Challenging techniques i Petite options %* Forknitsonly | 


28 THREADS 







It does the thinking... 
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The Husqvarna Viking Fabric Mover™ with Stitch aa 
Regulator by Quilter’s Cruise Control* lets you a 
experience the fun of free-motion sewing and 

embroidery without thinking twice about your results. 

The Optical Sensor “brain” regulates your stitches; 

accurate, even and beautiful on any color fabric or 

batting. A finger’s touch glides the 

large ball-bearing Fabric Mover surface. 

Carefree and confident, you'll ——— 5 

H stipple, quilt, embroider, : 
~ thread-paint and more, 
thinking only about 
the fun of it all! 





Call 800-358-0001! or find your local = 
authorized Husqvarna Viking retailer pam 


at www. husqvarnaviking.com. 
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www. ottobre (atjiaseam 
PATTERNS INSTRUCTIONS STYLE FASHION ‘QUALITY FROM FINLAND | 


On our website you can browse through ail issues and start your own SUBSCRIPTION! 


The Education Diwision of Wild Genger Software, inc. 


Online classes for digital pattern making. 
[(olUle|aime)\meom e)(e)(= eal] Belell(=ianasle| (of 


For more information, call toll tree (U.5.&CAN), email, or go to: 
(888) 929-2878 or (615) 952-3305 
[allel@)ieal(e)ale(='\(elalejalliat-nere)aa 
www.fashiondesignonline.com 
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Don’t miss this! 
Great kids fashion magazine 


with 40 trendy and fun to sew patterns! 
SIZES 0-15 years / 62-170 cm 


Available also! 
A beautiful, fresh and inspiring 
special issue OTTOBRE woman — 


Patterns for both small and plus-size women 


READER SERVICE NO. 7 


New from Jacquard... 
LixtravOrganza 1s the latest "must have" 
for artists who love inkjet printing. 





For a free sample sheet and 
our Silver Anutversary catalog, call 800 442.0455 


To learn more about this great new product, 
please visit our web site: weweyacquardproducts.com 
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BUTTONS ‘N’ BOLTS 
Tucson, Arizona 

(866) 795-1533 
www.buttonsnboltsfabrics.com 


ewing! 


F & S FABRICS 


LosAngeles, California THE CLOTH MERCHANTS 
(310) 475-1637 Tulsa, Oklahoma 
www.FANDSFABRICS.COM (918) 760-7965 or (918) 269-4342 


theclothmerchants @ swbell.net 
JANE’S FABRIQUE 
LaJolla (San Diego area), California LINDA’S SEWING CENTER 


(858) 459-5828 Corvallis, Oregon 
janesfabrique @san.rr.com (541) 757-1317 
lindassewing@ proaxis.com 
STONEMOUNTAIN and 
DAUGHTER FABRICS | 27th STREET FABRICS 
Berkeley (San Francisco area), California Eugene, Oregon 
(866) 4SEW-FUN (541) 345-7221 
www.stonemountainfabric.com www.2/streetfabrics.com 
FABRIC GALLERY . JOSEPHINE’S DRY GOODS 
Williamston (Lansing area), Michigan Portland, Oregon 
(517) 655-4573 | (503) 224-4202 
www. fabricgallery.net. www.josephinesdrygoods.com 
GINNY’S FINE FABRICS THE FABRIC PLACE 
and SUPPORT GROUP Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Rochester, Minnesota (412) 341-8868 
(507) 285-9134 fax (412) 341-8650 


www.ginnysfinefabrics.com 
THE GRAPEVINE COLLECTION 


TREADLE YARD GOODS Hurst (Dallas-Ft. Worth area), Texas 
St. Paul, Minnesota (817) 514-6061 
(651) 698-9690 www.sewitup.com 
KAPLAN’S FABRICS FASHION AFFAIR 
Kansas City, Missouri Salt Lake City, Utah 
(816) 531-4818 (801) 486-7600 
www.kaplansfinefabrics.com fashionaffair@ msn.com 


WAECHTER’S SILK SHOP, CURRAN DESIGNER FABRICS 


Asheville, North Carolina McLean (Washington D.C. area), Virginia 
(828) 252-2131 (703) 556-9292 
www.waechters.com www.currandesignersfabrics.com 
MULBERRY SILKS NANCY’S SEWING BASKET 
and FINE FABRICS Seattle, Washington 
Carrboro, North Carolina (800) 443-2964 
(Chapel Hill area), (919) 942-7455 www.nancyssewingbasket.com 
BANASCH’S FABRICS ESTEE’S FABRICS 
Cincinnati, Ohio Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
(513) 731-5757 (780) 436-7533 


www.estees-fabrics.com 


Get together with us 


We celebrate your creativity 
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Make 3 giftworthy 
projects in no time 


Turn your precious bits of special fabrics into fabulous presents 


ransform those small fabric scraps into tokens tons, or jewelry; and flamboyant felt flowers for dressing 
your friends and family are sure to love. Look in up your lapel or your packages. You ll find something 
the following pages for three pretty accessories here for anyone. 
perfect for quick-to-make gifting. There are magic flow- Each of these projects is the best excuse ever to use 
ers that bloom before your eyes from a simple strip of those precious swatches of fabric youve been saving all 
fabric; festive fabric beads you can use for charms, but- these years for a special occasion. 
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QUICK TO MAKE continued 





BY APRIL MOHR 


4 clever fabric flower goes together in less than an 
hour. Perfect for a broach, garment embellishment, hair 
ornament, or package adornment, it packs flat for easy trav- 
eling and is a wonderful impromptu gift. 

Experiment with different fabrics and dimensions to cre- 
ate new varieties of flowers. Try using wide ribbon in sheers 
or brocade. Change the width and length of your strips and 
alter the bar-tack locations for even more variety. 

The fabric choice is integral to the character of your flower. 
Soft, smooth, lightweight fabrics are the easiest to use. These 
step-by-step samples are made in organza. 





April Mohr is on the Threads staff. 


PREPARE YOUR FABRIC AND RIBBON 


Conjure up a magic flower 
This flat strip blooms with the pull of a built-in cord 





GREAT USES 


= Onahatbrim 


m As a tree ornament 

m As napkin rings 

= To identify luggage 

m At neckline, waist, or hem 
m As a bookmark 


m On your favorite canine 


Refer to the photo below tocut a fabric strip 31 incheslong and 4'/. inches wide. Fold it in half, 
and cut the slanted ends as shown. Cut a %-inch-wide satin ribbon the same length as the strip. 


2A in. | 







GED sew a tus 


With right sides together, sew 
a around the strip to make a tube. 
Use a %-inch seam allowance. Leave 
an opening to turn the strip, clip 

the corners, and grade the seam 
3 4 | allowances if using heavy fabric. Turn 
7 i 4 the strip right side out, and hand- 
¥ Key! stitch the opening closed. Press flat. 
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Position the ribbon over the strip, 
matching centers. Pin in place. Permanently 
tack the ribbon to the strip through all layers 


at the center point. 


Center the ribbon tails along the length of the fabric, and baste them in place. 





Embellish a 

skirt for holiday 
festivities by 
pinning blossoms 
around the hem. 





Align the slanted 
ends, and fold 
the strip in half 
with the ribbon 
inside. Position 
alternating pins 
as shown to 
mark the bar-tack 
positions. 


Hand- or machine- 
tack at each pin 

*% inch from the 
edge to join both 
layers. Make sure 
the ribbon doesn't 
get caught in the 
stitching. Remove 
the basting. 


4in. 2% in. Zin. TA in. 
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Create colorful fabric beads 


Use these beautifully simple baubles as jewelry or closures 





BY SHARON BENTON 


bo a quick gift or fast project, craft these enchanting 
fabric beads withjust a few simple supplies. Three 
wraps is all it takes: fabric, yarn, and beaded 

wire. Lightweight, easy to string, and col- 
orful, the beads can quickly become 
part of a chunky necklace, earrings, 
or buttons. Whether fancy and frivo- 
lous or understated and sophisti- 
cated, the design options are endless. 
For this project, raveling fabrics and 
stray threads add to the festive effect. 
Just follow these easy steps. 


Sharon Benton—Q42Designs.com. 


éi> PREPARE THE STRAWS AND FABRIC 


For each bead, cut the straws 1% inches 
long. Cut 3-inch by 14-inch strips of fabric. 


Sa 
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YOU WILL NEED: 


mw Plastic drinking straws 

m Fabric scraps 

m Fabric glue 

m 8- to 10-inch-long yarn (eyelash or 
other textured yarns) per bead 

= 12-inch-long 24- or 26-gauge (thin) 
wire per bead 

m Seed beads or other small beads 


GERD wear tHe sean 


A Runa small line of glue on the straw. Place the glued 
straw on a short end of the fabric strip and roll. Dot 
glue to the opposite end of the fabric to secure the 
fabric roll. 








Photos: Sloan Howard 









These beads provide an 
easy way to coordinate 
your jewelry with your 

clothes. Keep them 
plain ormake them 
flamboyant. 





B Leave a 2-inch-long end of yarn before C Anchor the wire. Bend the wire 2 inches D String the beads on the long wire tail up 
and after wrapping it around the roll. Tie from one end. Place the roll in the bend and to 2inches from the end. Wrap the beaded 
the two ends in a knot. Trim the ends or twist (in twist-tie fashion) to secure. wire around the roll, and twist the tails 
leave them as is. together. Tuck or coil the tails. 


DECEMBER 2006/JANUARY 2007 





continued 


Build festive 
felt-backed flowers 







- 


BY LINDA LEE 


love beautiful Asian fabrics. So it’s natural that over the years 

I've collected wonderful kimono pieces and saved many lovely 
scraps from garment construction. Often, my precious pieces are 
not large enough for anything more than just using them to 
add a splash of color as an embellishment to a garment. But 
they’re perfect for making felt-backed flowers. Use the 
fabrics you love. Quilting cottons or nubby-textured 
weaves offer a different style. Choose your favorites, 
then wear them in style. 








Linda Lee—SewingWorkshop.com. 





Wool 
flower 1 
B 
Backing 
Wool 
flower 2 D 
A 
Wool 
center 
C Kimono 
center 
2 


Kimono 
flower 
3 
Kimono 
flower 
1 
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ED PATTERNS AND FABRICS 


Enlarge the patterns at left by 200 percent 
ona photocopy machine. Back your kimono 
fabric with HeatnBond iron-on adhesive. Next, 
cut pattern pieces A, B,C, and D from wool felt. 
Cut pattern pieces 1, 2, and 3 from the fused 
kimono fabric. 





A Fuse the 
kimono center 
and flower 
shapes to their 
corresponding 
wool shapes. 


B Stitch a fold 
in each flower 
shape as shown 
for added 
dimension. 





C Stack the 
flower shapes 
with the circle 
on top. Hand- 
sew the layers 
together, attach 
the backing 
layer to hide all 
stitches, and 
sew ona pin. 
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Shortcuts toa 
Designer Jacket 


If you love the softly quilted French jacket 
but long for quicker results, look no further 





f, like me, you think the epitome of timeless, 

luxurious style is a quilted nubby-bouclé-and- 

silky-charmeuse jacket, youre in for a treat. 

I've figured out a way to construct the jacket 

in about 15 hours, so there is plenty of time to 

splurge on the fine embellishments that make an 
expensive designer jacket, well, designer. 

My quest for this streamlined designer jacket 
began more than 10 years ago when I decided to 
tackle the couture, or fine hand-sewing, method of 
creating this signature garment. It took more than 
60 hours! I loved the result, but the meticulous pro- 
cess—especially the extra-large, floppy, fraying seam 
allowances—stopped me from making another until 
last year. I hunkered down and started to reorder the 
basic construction to eliminate as much hand sew- 
ing as possible and enclose the seam allowances and 
edges faster (so they didn't have a chance to fray). 


BY CHERI DOWD 


In the following pages, you'll see my happy 
results. I simply “bag out” the bouclé outer shell 
and charmeuse lining like a pillow, then anchor the 
layers by sewing along the seams and quilting. The 
only hand sewing I do is at the neck and shoulders. 
But the best fuss-saver by far is my sleeve method: 

I set the sleeve lining and outer shell as one layer 
and quickly bind the raw edges with a bias strip. 
With the construction quickly accomplished, I then 
spend my time creating fabulous designer details— 
trim braided from the fabric’s yarns, a signature 
chain hem, and fancy buttons and pockets. Follow 
my lead and you too will be able to wow your 
friends with your custom designer jacket ... in no 
time flat. 


Cheri Dowd designs handbags and jewelry in Aiken, 
South Carolina. 


continued >>> 


WHAT’S THE BIG DIFFERENCE IN SEWING AND HOURS? 


e LESS TIME 
Basic construction takes only 
15 hours, so more time can be 
spent on delicious details: 
trim, buttons, pockets, and a 
chain hem. 


e LESS HANDWORK e LESS FABRIC 
Ninety percent of the basic 
construction is completed by 
machine—only the neck and 
shoulder area is sewn witha 
hand needle and thread. 


There’s no need for extra-wide 
couture seam allowances— 
because the seams and edges 
are enclosed faster, %-inch 
allowances suffice. 
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Vogue 7975 





DESIGNER JACKET 


First, bag out the lining 


Attaching the lining and outer shell along the edges, then turning 
like a pillow or “bag” is a huge time-saver. Staystitch the neck edges 
of both layers to prevent stretching. 





Sew all vertical seams on the shell and lining. Leave the shoulder 

seams open. Pin the seams right sides together, then sew. Press 

each seam as sewn, then press open. Pin the lining and jacket right 
sides together along all outer edges. Sew all around, as shown, stopping 
2 inches below the shoulder seam on the front neck. Trim and clip all seam 
allowances as necessary. Press the seams as sewn. 





\ \ 


Bag out the lining. Turn the lining right side out, so the shell and 
lining are wrong sides together. Use a sleeve board between the 
layers to press all seam allowances toward the lining edge. Then 

press all edges flat, as shown. 
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Then, stitch in the seams 


To quickly and invisibly anchor the lining and outer shell, sew 
in the seam “ditch.” To make sure everything is aligned, lay the 
jacket on a flat surface and pin or baste the layers together. 


Stitch in the ditch. With the 

shell or lining facing up (test 

to see where the bobbin 
thread is less visible), sew all 
vertical seams. Start % inch from 
the hem, and sew up to the neck, 
stopping 2 inches from the edge. 
At the side seams, sew all the 
way up tothe armhole edges. 


Quilt rows about 
2 inches apart. Lay the 
jacket, outer shell up, on a 


flat surface. Following the bouclé 
grain, pin-mark vertical quilting 
lines 2 inches apart from each 
other and the seamlines. Start 

% inch from the hem, and sew 
along each pin-marked line. Press 
the lines from both sides. 





Hide loose threads 

between the layers. 

Back tacking looks messy 
and can distort the fabrics. 
Instead, with a pin, pull the 
thread ends between the shell 
and lining, then knot. Clip the 
ends downto ’inch.At the hem, 
pull the threads to the lining 
side, knot, then bury the ends 
between the layers. 





Simplicity 4241 
(jacket and sleeve 
length adjusted) 
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DESIGNER JACKET 


Next, close shoulders & neck 


This is the only point in basic construction where you'll need to 
break out a hand needle. First, pin the shoulder seams together 
to check the fit. Mark the final seamline with basting stitches. 


seams by machine. 

Pin the shoulder 
seams of the outer 
shell only, right sides 
together. Sew along the 
basted seamline. Press 
each seam as sewn, 
then press open. 


Fold the lining 
under and pin 
along the shoulder 


seams. Press under 
one seam allowance at 
each shoulder. Lap over 
the other lining seam 
allowance, and pin. 


1 Sew the shoulder 


Finish the neck 
3 edges by hand. 

As necessary, clip 
the neck edges of the 
lining and shelltothe 
staystitching line. Press 
the seam allowances 
under, and pin. Hand- 
stitch the shoulder seam 
and neck edges using a 
fell stitch. 


Quality fabric makes 

a huge difference. 

Better bouclé has novelty 
and metallic yarns for 
subtle shine (see “Top-Shelf 
Fabric” on p. 44). 


WITH TIME SAVED, GO NUTS WITH DETAILS The hallmarks of a designer jacket are its fine points 
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A CHAIN HEM 

Chain sewn along the hem 
helps the lightweight bouclé 
and charmeuse drape properly 
on the body. Securely 
hand-sew the chain in place 
with a doubled length of 
beeswax-coated thread. 


MATCHING BRAIDED TRIM 
Finding color-matched trim 
can be difficult, so unravel 
yarns from your boucle fabric, 
knot one end, pin to your 
ironing board, and braid away. 
Hand-sew over a strip of lining 
fabric to help it “pop.” 





Finally, bind the sleeve’s raw edges 


Unlike the couture method, where you hidethe sleeve’s seam allowances under the lining, just sew the lined sleeve in 
one unit. Then cover the seam allowances with a bias binding. It looks just as attractive and slightly pads out the shoulder. 


Close the 

underarm seam. 

On the shell fabric 
only,sew the underarm 
seam. Press the seam 
open. Press one lining 
seam allowance under, 
then lap it over the 
other seam allowance. 
Secure with a fell stitch. 





underarm to the overarm in both the lining and shell fabrics. 

Then hem by machine: Sew the lining and shell wrong sides 
together; turn right side out and press with a press cloth, as shown. 
Pin-mark vertical quilting lines about 2 inches apart. Quilt, starting 
% inch from the hem, and sew to the armhole edges. 


1 Bag out and quilt flat. With a two-piece sleeve, first sew the 


Bind the armhole 
/ edgeswitha 
bias strip. Cut a 


2-inch-wide bias strip. 
Pin to the sleeve seam 
allowance. Machine- 
stitch along the original 
seamline. Fold the bias 
strip over the seam 
allowance. Trim as 
necessary, and topstitch 
to secure, as shown. 





=~ Machine-sew the sleeves through all four layers. Machine- 
= baste the lining and shell together at the sleeve cap, and treat 
ms as one unit. Baste another row & inch away; pull to ease the 
fullness. With the shell layers right sides together, sew in the sleeve. 
Trim the allowances down to % inch, and press toward the sleeve. 





POCKETS AND BUTTONS ies AS, FANTASTIC LINING 

To achieve signature designer 7 ; eg There’s absolutely nothing 
slouch, you need low-slung | | ’ eis - more luxurious against the 
patch pockets. Decorate the Sis : . ' I: skin than silk charmeuse. 


pockets and sleeves, as shown we Vey f; ] And when you find itin a 
with bold buttons and super- ae WY 86g | bold, rich print, you'll itch 
skinny braided trim. (Wire-crochet ee, . i | to flip open your jacket 
buttons designed by the author) : os "4 and proudly show it off. 
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Top-Shelf Fabric: 


Worth Its Weight in Gold 


Discover a mastery of color and texture in this unparalleled boucle 


BY JUDITH NEUKAM 


ouclé, a nubby woven wool 

that wears and drapes like a 

sweater, is often associated 
with the popular haute couture 
jackets originally created by Coco 
Chanel. Bouclé comes in many 
varieties—from $14 per yard to 
more than $100 per yard. Ata 
glance, all bouclés may look simi- 
lar ... but only for a moment. 

Here, you get a look inside a 

fine bouclé to find what makes it 
memorable. The unraveled edges 
reveal a mastery of color and tex- 
ture in a light-as-air weave. Each 
yarn is an absolute treasure—a 
dream to sewbecausestitches dis- 
appear into the fabric and heaven 
to wear because it’s so lightweight. 


Metallic yarns BS Me RO aee.. Se 4 taper, ™ | 
3 | , 4 7 “ ; : : . 7 | : [SOURCES _ 
High-texture yarns fe Fy ; i , . Z OURCES | 


"ia De a \ Ls ‘got * You'll have to search for these 
Chenille variegated yarn iw 7 ge LANA Sa at. fabrics. Start looking at: 


MENDEL GOLDBERG FABRICS 
72 Hester Street 

New York, NY 10018 
212-925-9110 
MendelGoldbergNY@aol.com 


LINTON TWEEDS LTD 
Shaddon Mills 

Carlisle, Cambria CA2 5TZ 
England 
011-44-1228-527569 
LintonTweeds.com 


Contrasting warp 
and weft shown 
in photo, above 
right. 
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Fabric from Mendel Goldberg Fabrics 
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hink a per- 
fectly flat fly- 
front zipper 
is nothing but a fly-by-night 

concept? Read on. In my Washing- 
ton State sewing studio, I developed a flat 
fly-front zipper technique that rivals—even 

surpasses—ready-to-wear results. Here, Ill show 
you how to easily master this unique method—simply 
use a regular presser foot and the far-left needle posi- 
tion. And as a bonus, I'll provide instructions for making 
a simple, reusable topstitching template, which helps to 
keep the line of stitching exactly where you want it—on 
the straight and narrow. 


Smooth Moves 

Before I developed this method, many of my students 
struggled to create a great-looking fly front. The culprit, 
I noticed, was the zipper foot. On most machines, it is a 
very narrow foot, which enables you to stitch close to the 
zipper teeth. Unfortunately, the narrow design applies 
pressure to only one side of the needle, which leads to 
bunching of the fabric and poor stitch quality. A regular 
foot, which applies even pressure, is the better option for 
sewing a fly. To stitch close to the zipper teeth, just move 
your needle to the left. The result is a stylish and flat fly 


front that will leave you—pun intended—flying high. 
Abandon your zipper foot. : 
Avoid bunched fabric at 
the bottom of the fly (top). 
For smooth sailing, use a 
regular presser foot instead 
(bottom). 








Judy Barlup (UniqueTechniques.com) is a sewing educator 
based in Bellevue, Washington. 


continued >>>} 
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First, prepare the fabric 


Accurately marking and supporting the fly goes a 
long way toward smooth sewing. 
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1 Notch the center 
front: Snip the 
seam allowances 
at the center-front 
WEitjew-\iteRuir la 
the zipper end 
point (below). 


2 Interface the 
extension: On 
the wrong side 
of the right front, 
fuse in place. The 
left front isn’t 
interfaced, 


i ¢——4 Machine-baste 


46 THREADS 


the center front: 
Sew from the 
zipper end point 
to the waistline 
using a long 
stitch. 


Clip to the 

zipper end point: 
Cut both layers to 
the stitching line. 








Then, attach the zipper 


Before you begin, press back the right extension. Keep the left front 
extension flat on the ironing board as you do so. 























Fold the extension back 
on itself and sew. With the 
zipper flat on the table, fold 
the left extension back to 


expose the zipper teeth. With 


the needle still in the far-left 
position, topstitch from the 
waist down, ascloseto the 
fold as possible. 


Butt the zipper tape to 
the center-front seam and 
sew the left side. Place 
the zipper face down on 
the left-front extension 
with the zipper stop at the 
zipper end point on the 
garment and the edge of 
the tape butted against 
the center-front seam. 

Pin as shown. Move the 
machine needle to the 
far-left position, and stitch 
from bottom to top on the 
tape edge farthest from 


Excess zipper tape 
will extend at the top, but 
don't cut it off just yet. 


Attach the zipper to the right 
extension. Open the right extension 
away from the pants, and fold the 
free zipper tape over the extension, 
as shown. Stitch the tape in place. 


the seam. Remove the pins. 


Model photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup, Christie McCabe. Process photos: Sloan Howard. Stylist: Allison Berlin 


Styling credits: shoes—Gianni Bini, GianniBini\.com; ring—Les Néréides, LesNereides.com 


Try this really cool way to topstitch 


The key to straight, even stitches is a reusable topstitching template created 
from tissue paper—or from sticky label paper. 


Put the template inits place. Ontissue paperor Stitch from the waistline to the bottom. Set 
sticky label paper, make a topstitching template: the needle in the center position, and make sure 
It should be about 1% in. wide (more or less the presser foot clears the zipper stop while 
depending on your preference) and curved toa stitching. Follow the template's edge, noting 
length just below the zipper stop. Pin or afix it that the stitching need not catch the zipper tape 
against the center front. underneath. Remove the machine basting 





Last, add a comfy zipper guard 


A zipper guard protects your undergarments and skin from the zipper teeth. 
And, should you ever forget to zip your fly, it prevents embarrassing moments. 


Press the guard Pin the guard | Stitch alongside the 
in half and finish under the left Original stitching. 


the cut edges. front. Open From the right side, 
Fold the zipper the zipper hold back the overlap. 
guard down and align the Stitch from the waist 
the center with extension edge down, with the 
wrong sides with the guard presser foot edge 


edge. The guard 
bottom should 


against the zipper 
teeth. Adjust the 


together. Press. 
Serge or zigzag 


the cut edges. align with the needle position to 

ifyour pant zipper tape stitch % in. from the 
is a scratchy wool, and extend to first row of stitching. 
make the guard or beyond the You dont need 
from soft cotton waist. to stitch all the way to 
or lining fabric. the zipper bottom. 





Bar-tack to secure. 

‘ Close the zipper, then 
: bar-tack through all 
layers at the end of 
the topstitching. Put 
a second bar tack on 
the inside to hold 
the zipper guard in 
place—through the 
folded edge of the 
zipper guard and the 
left-front extension. 

ff your machine 
doesnt have a bar- 
tack stitch, use a 
narrow zigzag width 
(2.5) and ashort stitch 
length (0.5). 


Bar tack 
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The baggy-seat 
fitting problem 
is much easier to 
solve than youd 
ever guess—even 
for beginners! 


ol the Pants 


THREADS FITTING SERIES | Part3—The Seat 





There’s no need to live with a baggy seat 
when just two quick tucks can fix it 


BY KATHLEEN CHEETHAM 


ometimes pants fit perfectly 
everywhere but in the seat. Don't 
give up on them: it’s a fitting 
problem that’s easy to remedy. In 
the following pages, I'll show you 





how to pin-fit a pant with just 
one or two simple tucks to take up all the 
extra fabric that causes pants to bag on a flat 
seat. I'll also explain how to make these fit- 
ting adjustments on both ready-made pants 
and on your paper patterns. 

Tucks are the key to getting flat-seat issues 
behind you: First, you pin a long vertical 
tuck down the back of the leg or a horizontal 
tuck across the seat. You may need one or 


the other or both to get your fit right. Next, 
you move those tucks into the pant seams 
or waistband to make the baggy, saggy seat 
disappear. 

It only takes a few pins, a fitting buddy, a 
seam ripper, and a sewing machine to get 
you into properly fit pants. Even if you don't 
sew, this is a good reason to start. And, you 
wont be flying by the seat of your pants 
because I'll show you every step. 








Kathleen Cheetham teaches and designs 
patterns for her company Petite Plus Patterns 
(petitepluspatterns.com). She lives in British 
Columbia, Canada. 


continued >>» 
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THREADS FITTING SERIES | Part3—The Seat 


THE VERTICAL TUCK REMOVES FULLNESS ON THE LEG 


Alter ready-to-wear... 


First, pinch and measure the tuck 





Pin and measure the vertical tuck as described (left). Then open the 
inseam of the pants from the knee to the crotch (see the tip at far right.) 





1 Pinch out excess fabric with a tuck running 
from the seat to the knee. Taper from as much 
as 1 inch of fabric at the seat to nothing at the 
knee. The tuck shown goes above the seat (see 
step 4). Often the tuck runs just to the seat. 





2 Transfer the amount of the tuck width with chalk to the back inseam 
as shown. 


Front seam 





3 Lay the front leg’s original seamline along the new back inseam line. 
Pin the two layers together. Sew the seam following the front seam 
track. Trim and serge or otherwise clean-finish the raw edges. 





2 Measure the width of the tuck across from the 
crotch point (two times the distance from the 
pin to the fold). 
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4 If your tuck goes 
above the seat, 
you'll need to 
remove excess 
fabric from the 
center-back 
seam. 


a. Pin-mark 

how high your 
adjustment goes 
on the center-back 
seam. 


b. Transfer the 
tuck amount to 
the center-back 
seam. 


c. Taper the 

new seam at 
the beginning 
and end intothe 
original seam 
and stitch along 
the chalkline. 
Trim and clean- 
finish the seam 
allowance. 





Or alter your pattern 


1 Sew a test pant from your pattern in an inexpensive, woven fabric. Then 
pin out the excess fabric as described at far left. 
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2 Transfer your pin-fitting adjustment to the pant pattern inseam. Draw a 
point along the center-back seam % to1 inch in from the crotch point equal 
tothe tuck width. 





3 Draw anewseamline from the revised crotch point to the inseam. 
Reshape the new inseam using a curved ruler to fine-tune the fit. For thin 
inner thighs, draw the seam curved toward the leg and then adjoining the 
inseam as shown. If in doubt about the seam shape, mirror the original 
pattern inseam at the new location. 


Open serged seams easily 


Clip the looper stitches at the beginning and 
end of the section. Then slide your scissors 


inside the looper threads and cut. Pull the one 


long remaining serger thread away 





THREADS FITTING SERIES | Part 3—The Seat 


THE HORIZONTAL TUCK REMOVES FABRIC FROM THE RISE 


First, pin a horizontal tuck 


1 Pincha 
horizontal 
tuck across 
the pant back 
until the seat 
and legs hang 
straight. Taper 
to nothing just 
before the side 
seams. 





| Open the back waistband seam between the side seams. 


Waist seam ~~ 








2 Transfer the tuck depth measurement to just below the waist 
seam, and mark it with chalk or a disappearing marker. Remember, 
the measurement will diminish to zero at or just before the 
side seams. 





Measure the tuck width at the center-back seam (two 
times the distance from the pin to the fold). 


3 Position the waistband’s original stitch line along the new 
chalkline. Pin in place, stitch, then topstitch. (Note: In some cases, 
you may first have to take in the pant back circumference by 
shrinking it with steam or enlarging the darts.) 
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Photos: Sloan Howard 


When the seat sags, shorten the distance between the crotch and the waist. 


Measure how much fabric you have pinned out of your test pant in the horizontal tuck 
as described at far left. 
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1 Slash the pattern, with a rotary cutter or scissors, through the center-back seam all the way across to, 
but not through, the side seam allowance. Leave a tiny hinge of pattern paper at the side seam. 
Before cutting, place a small square of transparent tape at this juncture to reinforce the tissue. 
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Center-back line 
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Ve Crotch shelf 





! 
Pivot the upper section of the back down 3 Redraw the center-back line so that it meets up 
by the tuck amount. smoothly with the crotch shelf line. Your center- 


back line is now straighter and less angled for a 
better fit on a flat seat. 





FAST FIT: USE 
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Take a cue 

from the runway 
and get a look 
that’s super- 
slimming 


— 9 BY PAT MORIARITY 


Slide 
Linky 





No-sew edges 
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linky knit, an acetate/spandex blend with a luxuri- 
ous, fluid drape, has become a versatile staple fabric. 
Top designers are featuring slinky knit apparel in 
their 2007 collections, in everything from sportswear 





basics to sparkling eveningwear. 

There was a time when slinky knit synthetic 
blends made people cringe. So why are they all over the run- 
ways? Slinky knits are stretchy, they travel beautifully, and 
theyre slimming. The soft drape of this knit is not only com- 
fortable but also makes you appear as though you ve spent 
a month at Canyon Ranch Spa. Everyone looks 10 pounds 
slimmer in slinky, and a touch of spandex keeps it from looking 
baggy. Simply design your garment with enough ease (a mini- 
mum of 4 inches) to allow the knit to drape and flow. 


Fusing makes slinky knits easy to sew 
So why isnt slinky the superstar of knits? The prevailing myth 
is that using it limits your design options to only the simplest of 
garments. Another is that the wonderful stretch of slinky makes 
it hard to sew. Don't believe it. The truth is the application of a 
fusible can bring that super-stretch under control. Once that’s 
accomplished, youre free to take advantage of slinky knit’s 
nonravel characteristics and design something spectacular. 
With the right technique, you can use slinky as you never 
thought you would. In this article, youll learn to create custom 
bindings, faux piping, ribbon trim, and reverse appliqué 
designs. These techniques will transform the challenging 
aspects of slinky into sewing nirvana. 
Pat Moriarity loves to experiment with new sewing techniques. 
She lives in Plymouth, Wisconsin, with her husband, Jerry. 


- WHAT YOU’LL NEED 
BASIC TOOLS: 


e Rotarycutter  ¢ Stretchneedle e Clover fusible bias tape 


¢ Cutting mat maker (optional) 


e Walking foot 


e Polyester thread 


e Pressing cloth 


Ce ee) 


FUSIBLE PRODUCTS AND WHERE TO GET THEM: 


Stabilizer (fusible tricot such as Fusi-Knit; JoAnn.com) 


Double-sided fusible tape (such as Design Plus or 
Steam-A-Seam 2; Fabric.com) 


Bias fusible stay tape (such as Design Plus; TheSewingPlace.com) 


e Paper-backed fusible web (such as HeatnBond; ThermOWeb.com) 


TOP 10 TIPS FOR SEWING SLINKY KNIT 


accuracy. (Scissors can stretch fabric out of place.) 


1 Always cut slinky with a rotary cutter for 


? Don’t allow the fabric to drape off your cutting 
or pressing table. The weight of slinky can 


distort the pieces. 


3 Although using a serger is not necessary, an overlock 
stitch can support the weight of longer-length skirts, 
pants, and dresses. Experiment with woolly nylon 


in the upper looper for added stretch. 


For conventional seams, use a zigzag stitch, as well 
as for topstitching. Try a stitch length of 2 to 2.5 anda 
stitch width of 0.5 to 1. 


Slinky has a right and wrong side. Pick the side 
you like best and use it throughout your project. 


When sewing, hold the slinky back slightly and 


ease into the feed dogs. This creates better elasticity. 


Trim excess material to eliminate bulk, especially 


when attaching facings. 


Choose a stabilizer (fusible tricot) that won’t 


CO™NM GH UI  B 


reduce softness or drape. Shoulder seams should be 
stabilized, as well as other areas that need extra 


strength, such as yokes and jacket fronts. 


9 Choose a firm, nonroll elastic for waistbands to 
support the weight of the fabric. 


1 ¢ Slinky will melt or get shiny with too much heat. 
Always use a press cloth when ironing, and 


experiment with scraps to get the heat setting right. 


THE SLINKY SPECTRUM 


“Slinky knit” describes many synthetic blends that include 
acetate, spandex, polyester, and rayon with or without a 
ribbed texture. For the best hand, drape, and movement, 
try one that is an acetate (95%)/spandex (5%) blend with 
a ribbed texture. The heavier it is, the better the drape. 


However, lighter weights are best for tops or for layering. 
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SLINKY KNITS 





NO-SEW EDGES 


Take advantage of slinky’s nonravel edge by 
creating a daring diagonal hem or adding lovely 
ribbon trim. Decorative topstitching is optional. 


Perse ‘ gm 8 Be now 
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irecommend using a #- to 


¥-inch-wide double-sided 









such as Design 
d 


Go for a Diagonal Hem 


Showcase the beautiful drape and flow of slinky knit | dx ) a> 

















with a simple yet fashionable diagonal hemline. 





Cut a sharp diagonal hemline lrona double-sided fusible tape to 
using arotary cutter and the rawedge. Remove the paper 
straightedge. backing, fold the hem up at the tape 


edge, and press again to fuse. 


Embellish with a Faux Grosgrain Ribbon Trim 
Ribbons of slinky knit in complementary or contrasting colors are an adorable way to 
play up a raw edge. The natural ribbing of the slinky gives the appearance of grosgrain. 





Cut a straight line on the cross-grain of 
) the slinky. Press a double-sided fusible 
tape onto the edge you have just cut 
(as shown in the photo, above right). Don’t 
stretch the material; it should lie ripple-free 
on your ironing surface. 


Diagonal hem 





Cut carefully along the inside edge 

of the paper tape. This makes a %- or 

%-inch-wide ribbon. Remove the paper 
backing. To avoid future waves or puckers, 
give the slinky ribbon a slight stretch. 


Lay the right side of the garment edge 
flat on the ironing surface. Proceeding 
in short increments, fuse the slinky 
ribbon onto the hem edge of the garment. 
To avoid making imprints, do not pin. Also, be 
sure not to stretch the material; otherwise 
the edge won't lie flat when finished. You 
can easily add a third color by fusing another 
pieceof slinky ribbon next to the first. 
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Model photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup, Christie McCabe. Process photos: Scott Phillips 


Stylist: Allison Berlin. Styling credit (p. 56): shoes 


Bini, GianniBinicom 


ame lal 


Add on Faux Grosgrain Binding 

Goall the way around the edge with slinky knit for a clean, 
bound look. This technique works particularly well for the 
front edge of a jacket or vest. 


Cut a straight line on 

the cross-grain of the 

slinky. Iron on a double- 
sided fusible tape along the 
edge you have just cut. When 
applying the tape, don't 
stretch the slinky knit. Add a 
second piece of fusible tape 
next to the first, leaving a 
%s-inch space in between to 
allow the binding to wrap 
around the hem edge. 


Cut carefully along 

the edge of the second 

piece of fusible tape. 
With the protective paper still 
intact, fold the slinky binding 
in half. Press the folded 
binding for a sharp edge. 
Remove the paper backing. 
To avoid waves and puckers, 
give the slinky knit binding a 
slight stretch and allow it to 
return to its neutral position. 


Place the garment 

edge inside the fold 

of the binding. Press 
along the edge, fusing the 
hem into the pocket of 
the binding fold. Press the 
binding on right and wrong 
sides to bond. Do not allow 
the layers to stretch, and 
be sure to let the piece cool 
before moving. 








Faux grosgrain 
ribbon trim 


Faux grosgrain 
binding 
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SLINKY KNITS 


SEWN EDGES 


ai piped eden: | | FUSING HINT 
To rev up aneckline, stabilize a jacket front, or adda Bias fusible stay tape helps 
splash of color to your project, consider an edge that control the stretch of slinky 


is piped, bound, or lined. | along the edges. Use it to 
attach a woven bias binding 
or when using a Clover fusible 

Create Faux Pipin g Edges bias tape maker, which folds 

A great alternative for necklines and armholes is a band the fabric and adds a strip of 


of slinky knit piping in a contrasting color. This tailored, MDE We oe ee Sana Sa STE 





stylish detail helps control the stretch where it’s needed. 


| Cut a 1%-inch-wide strip of slinky 
cross-grain to a length 25 to 30 percent 
- shorter than the neckline or armhole 
circumference. Sew the ends together, then 
fold wrong sides together lengthwise. Mark 
the strip and garment edge in quarters. 
Pin the strip to the right side of the garment 
with raw edges aligned. The distance 
you position your stitching from the fold 
determines the width of your piping. 





“\, Trim the garment » Onthe right 

J fabric close to the » side of the 

jam Stitching. Fold the =’ garment, stitch 
piping strip to the inside approximately 


% inch from the 
seam. Trim the 
excess piping fabric 
and press lightly. 


of the garment. 





Fashion a Woven Bias Binding 
Use a bias binding in a woven fabric to add color and contrast, while hiding the raw edge. 
This also gives stability to the armholes and neckholes of a slinky knit garment. 


Fuse a =“) Fora’-inch 
*4-inch bias binding, 
fusible use a 
: stay tape to 1’%/-inch-wide 
the wrong Strip of bias 
side of the fabric. Line up 
slinky garment the raw edges, 
edge. The stay then with right 


tape prevents 
stretching as 
you attach the 
binding. 


sides together, 
sew along the 
inside edge of the 
Stay tape. 
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Wy 
WY fy» 


py 


Wrap 
the bias 
Y binding 

around the 
slinky, and tuck 
the edge under 
*4 inch. Pin in 
place. Stitch 
in the ditch or 
hand-stitch the 
binding tothe 
Slinky. 


Make a Woven 
Fusible Bias Tape 
Bias tape in a woven fabric 
offers a unique contrast 

to slinky knit. Can’t find a 
bias tape you like? Make 
your own with a fusible 


bias tape maker. 





own bias tape using a 

Clover fusible bias tape 
maker, as shown above. 
Fuse bias fusible stay tape 
to the woven fabric. Remove 
the paper backing, and press 
the woven bias tape onto 
the edge of the slinky. 


1 You can create your 





Edgestitch carefully 
? alongside both sides 

of the bias tape. This 
topstitching ensures that the 


woven tape will stay in place 
on the slinky garment. 








REVERSE APPLIQUE 


Create your own cutout patterned edges or 


allover designs using this no-sew technique. 


1 





Trace your pattern piece onto the paper backing 


of the fusible web. Include seam allowances 
with your reverse appliqué design. Following 


the directions for your fusible product, fuse the 


traced pattern to a piece of slinky. This knit piece will 
ultimately be the outside of your garment. Carefully 
press the entire piece and allow it to cool. It only takes 


2 or 3 seconds of heat to bond. Next, cut out your 
applique design. 





Make sure the adhesive film transferred to the 


? Carefully remove the paper from the fabric. 


top. 


3 


Slinky. If it didn’t transfer well, redo step 1. Place 
the inside garment piece onto a pressing surface. With 
the film side down, place the outside piece flatly on 


Make sure there are no wrinkles or creases. 


Beginning at one corner, press in a continuous 
direction to fuse the pieces together. Check for 
wrinkles or creases. You may turn and press the 
other side. Trim the fused knit piece to the seamline 
around the edges. Be careful nottocutoffthe seam 


allowances you ll need to assemble the garment. 





FUSING HINT 


Fused slinky knit is perfect 
for patterns and designs not 
suitable for its otherwise 


superstretchy nature. Try 
fusing with Therm O Web 
HeatnBond paper-backed 
adhesive web sheets. 





Woven 
bias-bound 
edges 







‘Woven 
bias-tape 
edges 

. 
\ 





\, everse 


applique 
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The first electric hand iron was manufactured 
by General Electric in 1892. 
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Choose an [ron the 
Way the Experts Do 


Analyze your pressing needs 
and find the features 
that get the job done right 


BY JAN GROVER 


ew items in a sewer's arsenal are more critical 
than the iron. But with so many to choose from, 
how do you choose the right one? You ask the 
experts, of course! Threads did just that and also 
searched out irons that share the features these 
experts recommend. 

While the experts equipment choices were anything but 
uniform, there were some consistencies. The masters were 
unanimous in one regard: If youre not spending more time 
at your ironing board than at your sewing machine, you re 
cheating yourself out of the quality you can get from your 
work. The other factors that figured in their choices should 
figure in yours, too. Here they are: 


____ALONG HISTORY OF IRONS 


BEFORE RECORDED HISTORY 


Stones, heavy 


1ST CENTURY 8.c.£. 


Chinese tailors 


blocks of wood, used charcoal- 


and bones were filled, handled | 
rubbed across pans to press 
woven fabric fabric. 


and skins to 


12TH CENTURY 


Rodlike iron 
devices were 
used to crimp 
fabric, such as 
neck and sleeve 
ruffs, nuns’ wim- 


smooth them. ples, and coifs. 


Type matters 

Most domestic irons are made and marketed for laundry use. 
This accounts for the tubby shapes, minimal temperature 
information, light weight, tiny steam reservoirs, and throw- 
away construction of most domestic models of irons. Sewers 
are a small market compared with people who need to touch 
up their shirts or slacks occasionally for work. 

In marked contrast, even less expensive (under $200) profes- 
sional irons have heavy soleplates, narrow shapes, superior 
temperature dials and thermostats, and almost limitless steam 
capacity—all necessary elements for great results for sewers 
(see the sidebar on pp. 64-65). 


Weighty issues 

Whether you are working on fabrics like wool, where weight is 
a necessity, or lightweights like chiffon and charmeuse, a hefty 
iron can make your job easier. We're not talking a 25-pound, 
19th-century tailor’s goose here. Even the difference between a 
2-pound iron and a heavier 3-pound iron can have a significant 
effect on the ease with which you can compress seams and 
press out folds in fabric. Seamsters who have chosen gravity- 


17TH CENTURY 
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The great-great-grandmother of 
most contemporary irons, the 
flat (sad) iron was first heated 
over a fire and then used to 
flatten seams and fabric. Sad 

is derived from the Old English 
sald, meaning solid. >>>>>>>>> 
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CHOOSING AN IRON | 


“Steam irons are only as effective as their steam 


feed irons uniformly cited the weight (averaging 3.5 to4 pounds) Marcy Tilton, who keeps a Teflon-coated sleeve on her profes- 
as one of the positive factors in their irons. Those of us who are sional iron all the time in order to keep it volcanic hot. “I'm 
fond of vintage dry irons, including former Threads editor not opposed to polyester; I like it alot, and the Teflon sleeve 
David Page Coffin, seek out the heaviest models we protects fabric from the extreme heat of the iron I favor.” 
can find—the Sunbeam Ironmaster (readily 
available on eBay) is a particularly 













Shaped “P_ Temperature rising 
weighty choice. Examine any older iron,and youll notice that 
its temperature-control dial lists a wide 


Soleplate concerns variety of fabrics and sometimes tempera- 


This is where the metal meets 
the fabric, so to speak, and the 


tures. On the contemporary domestic 
iron, youll typically find one, two, and 

material and construction of three dots—an international standard 

the soleplate should defi- 


nitely figure in your choice 


that sidesteps language differences. 


400 microsteam This makes a press cloth a critical 


holes 





tool: You can protect the fabric 
while also employing the highest 


of iron for sewing. Profes- 


sional and older retail 


irons have heavy metal temperature the fabric can with- 


soleplates. The simplest stand. Experience suggests that 


Platinum 


of these are the smooth, 
sole plate 


many contemporary domestic 
holeless soles offered by a irons do not heat as high as older 
dry iron. If you intend to irons do. If you work often with 

cotton or linen, an older dry iron 


combined with dampening the 


work much with heavily 
napped fabrics—such 
as velvet, velour, and fabric may serve you well. 
mohair—or do a lot of em- 
Moisture control 
Whether to use a steam or dry iron 
depends on the fabrics you most 

often shape and what degree of con- 


trol you want to have over shaping (see 


bossing, a dry iron will not 
imprint steam holes on your 
fabric. Most of our experts 
dont like Teflon soleplates 
on irons, citing the greater 
“Pressing Matters” in issue no. 126). The 
default choice for most sewers is a steam 
iron. For wool, high-end steam machines, 


benefits of a press cloth in- 

stead. “Once it’s scratched, there's 
nothing you can do,” says Barbara 
Skimin, a longtime sewing teacher in like gravity-feed irons, offer the most intense 
and longest-lasting steam capacities. For open- 


ing and flattening seams, you may find that a dry 


the Detroit area. One exception is 
teacher and Vogue pattern designer 


All photos, except where noted: Scott Phillips; (p. 60) copyright General Electric Co.; (p. 61, right) Smithsonian Institution NMAH, D.L. Collection 


Anatomy of a 21st-century iron 




















1860 


Most popular between 
1860 and 1880, fluting 
irons created crimpled 
or pleated fabric using 
patented metal rollers, 


18TH CENTURY 1871 


lrons gained in size and weight as 

garments became more fitted and 
shaped.The tailor’s goose, named 

for its gooselike form, could weigh 
as much as 50 pounds. It retained heat 
well and effectively flattened even the 
curviest seams. Versions like the 20-pound 
one at right were used into the 2oth century. 


Mary Florence Potts, of 

Ottumwa, lowa, received a 

U.S. patent in 1871 for a set 
of three sad irons equipped 
with a single detachable 
handle. Seamstresses could keep 
two irons on the stove while using the 
third, thus saving time. 


rockers, and/or a 


washboard-like bottom. . 
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ction (published in 


ume Colle 


NMAH Cost 


ban 
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institution WAAAH, Tex 


Suiting Everyone, 1974); \p. 62, bottom right) Bill Heyman, irons.com; 


Fotos 


ttom left] Smithsonian Institut 
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(po. 62, bottom lett) Smithsonian 


production and the holes that deliver it.” 


iron, used with a dauber (a roll of dampened wool) or spraybot- Shape up 


tle, offers more control. Steam irons are only as effective as their 
steam production and the holes that deliver steam through the 
soleplate. “I like lots of steam holes on the soleplate. That's 


IN Press 


how steam gets delivered,’ says Michelle Hoagland, 





5 asewing teacher and custom seamstress in 
> Saint Paul, Minnesota. Look at the pat- 
s tern of steam holes on the soleplate of 
= any iron youre considering buying. 
s Some are confined to the tip area, 
2 offering superior contro]; oth- 
= ers are spread across the entire 
e eee offering wider steam nee 
= distribution. temperature- 
= control knob 
= Getting steamy 
: The common retail-model 
3 steam iron has a single res- 
7 ervoir that holds the water 
: until it converts to steam 
: when the iron heats above 
= 300°F. Because the steam 
= reservoir is not divided 
into smaller units, you need 
to wait longer for the iron 
to get to its effective steam- “eserveir 


producing temperature than 
you would with a gravity-feed 


feed models, steam reservoirs 


reservoir to heat up. 


S$ ————$ — ee 


1879 

Unlike earlier flat irons, the 
hollow-bodied gas-jet iron 
was heated over a kerosene 
lamp or by a wall-mounted 
jet in homes equipped with 
gas lighting. 


Anti-calc system 


model, for instance. (In gravity- 


are separated into smaller—hence 
more expensive—channels, much 


like you would see in a ship's bulk- 
heads.) Spitting in less expensive irons is 
a result of not waiting for the entire steam 


















spray 
nozzle 


‘ 2 \ Water- 






Anatomy of a 2 a 2Ist- century ir iron 


—1870s-1880s 


Self-heating irons fueled by 
gasoline, kerosene, charcoal, 
or alcohol earned brief 

_ popularity. Fuel was stored 

| in small tanks at the iron’s 
rear; escaping fumes smelled 
bad and sometimes ignited. 


or nose as a critical feature. Christine Jonson, a fan of gravity- 
feed irons, worries that too many sewers use irons inap- 


When it comes to shape, the experts universally point to the tip 


propriate for the job. Their noses are too wide to 


open seams effectively. Linda Lee, owner of 


The Sewing Workshop pattern company, 


agrees: ‘I have to have a pointed tip. 
Lots of times, the only thing that 
touches my fabric is the tip.” 


Covered 


fill eee Just shut off 


Vertical 


control culprit on most domestic 
worst thing that’s ever 


| Shannon Gifford, who 
} ) has run a custom bridal 
and costuming business 
\ | and teaches for Pattern 
, Review. True, it can save 





without turning off your 


Steam burst _ iron. But the shutoff that 
(left) and 


buttons 


iy, } pressing diva Ann Steeves says, 

/ /y) » you subscribe to the notion that 
“pressing is sewing.” 

Jan Grover is a textile expert and sewing 

maven based in Minnea polis, Minnesota. 


— 
} 


Se 
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“| 
} Fem Jno os essing Trons, 


1882 

The first electric flat iron 
was patented using carbon 
arc as the energy source. 
This industrial model was 
quickly superseded by ones 
using alternating current. 
>>>>>>>>>>> 


Manufac turers’ bees 


| American Electrical Hea t 


195-1 
Recanc!? ald See ~ PETROV, micu, 


Se 
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And finally, all but one of our 
experts dislike the auto shut- 
steam off feature, now a common 


irons. “Auto shutoff is the 


happened to sewers,” says 


your hide if you leave home 


water-spray  ©OOIs the iron as soon as you 
(right) stand it up on end is likely to 
drive you crazy, especially if, as 


aie. 


eo , 


th rial 


et Co, 


' 
ee 
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CHOOSING AN IRON 


IRON OUT THE DETAILS a sampling of under-$200 irons with features recommended by our experts 


BLACK & DECKER 
CLASSIC 

$29.99, 1,100 watts, 
Amazon.com 





Soleplate Material: Slightly brushed alumi- 
num; glides relatively easily 


Weight: 3 Ib., 2 oz. 


Steam Formation: 15 big steam vents around 
the upper half of the soleplate; additional 
10 vents on the inner upper half of the sole- 
plate; diffuse steam 


Reservoir Volume: Small; typical for a laun- 
dry iron; reservoir not visible 


Shape of Soleplate: Typical for a laundry iron: 


about 8 X 5 in. 
Shape of Nose: Wide 


Temperature Selection: Rotary dial; off, 1-7; 
plate on the body of the iron with recom- 
mendations in English, French, and Spanish 
for a wide variety of fabrics 


Accessories: None 
instructions: English and French 
Place of Manufacture: China 


Repairability /Guarantee: Limited warranty; 
Web site and phone provided 


Other features: None 


1892 | 1918 
General Electric 

manufactured the 
first electric hand 
iron. Thermostats 











did not become 
available on them 
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The first steam irons were 

industrial-size and meant for use 

in the garment industry. Essentially 

— electrified tailor’s geese with | 
reservoirs and thumb switches, 
these were the forebearers of 

until the late 1920s. today’s industrial steam irons. 


ia 


CONTINENTAL 
ELECTRIC CE23001 
$29.95, 1,000 watts, 
VermontCountryStore.com 


Soleplate Material: Brushed steel; glides rela- 
tively easily 

Weight: 2 lb., 2 oz. 

Steam Formation: Dry iron; no steam 
Reservoir Volume: Dry iron; no reservoir 


Shape of Soleplate: Typical for a dry iron: 
7.5 X 4in. 
Shape of Nose: Narrow 


Temperature Selection: Rotary dial; off, A—-F; 
plate on the body of the iron with recom- 
mendations in English and Spanish fora 
wide variety of fabrics 


Accessories: None 


Instructions: English and Spanish; very basic, 
as befits a simple-to-use dry iron 


Place of Manufacture: China 


Repairability/Guarantee: No guarantee or 
repair specifics noted; no email, phone, or 
mailing address provided 


Other features: None 





$129.99, 1,800 watts, 
Ent.com 


or on 

| ‘ 

| v 

ROWENTA ADVANCER 
d! 


Soleplate Material: Platinum stainless steel; 
glides smoothly; nonstick, nonstain, and 
scratch resistant 


Weight: 4 lb. 


Steam Formation: 400 microsteam holes; 
even distribution throughout the soleplate 
from tip to rear; steam vertically or horizon- 
tally; adjustable steam control 


Reservoir Volume: 13 0z.; larger than average 
for a multipurpose iron; reservoir visible 


Shape of Soleplate: Longer and wider than 
average: 9.5 X 5 in. 


Shape of Nose: Narrow 


Temperature Selection: Electronic tempera- 
ture control; international standard: mini- 
mum, 1, 2, or 3 dots, and maximum; variety of 
fabrics listed on dial (linen, cotton, wool, silk, 
synthetics) 


Accessories: Pouring cup for filling reservoir 
Instructions: English only 
Place of Manufacture: Germany 


Repairability/Guarantee: One-year warranty 
against defects in material and workman- 
ship; can be repaired at Rowenta Service; 
Web site, phone, and mailing address 
provided 


Other features: Burst of steam; anti-calc sys- 
tem; sequential steam and dry cycles; anti- 
drip; self-cleaning reservoir; 3-way auto-off 


1920-1945 

In the heyday of electric hand dry 
irons, many featured aluminum, 

a newly popular metal; Bakelite 
handles; streamlined, winged, and 
chromed bodies; Lucite handle 
inserts; and deco details. 





ee —, 
| | 
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| ROWENTA 8900 
| PROFESSIONAL 


eer $125, 1,500 watts, 
| NancysNotions.com 


Soleplate Material: Laser-etched stainless 





steel; glides easily 
Weight: 3 lb., 8 oz. 


Steam Formation: 15 vents (two sizes) cover- 

| ing two-thirds of outer soleplate; additional 
24 vents across nose and surface of upper, | 
inner two-thirds of soleplate; high steam vol- 
ume, including bursts 


| Reservoir Volume: 12.7 0z.; larger than aver- 
age for a multipurpose iron; reservoir visible | 
Shape of Soleplate: Longer than average for | 
a laundry iron: 9.25 X 4.5 in. 

Shape of Nose: Medium 


Temperature Selection: International stan- 
dard: minimum, 1, 2, or 3 dots; minimal fabric | 
| information (synthetics; wool/silk; linen/ 
cotton) 


Accessories: Pouring cup for filling reservoir 
Instructions: English only; superior in detail 

| Place of Manufacture: Germany 
Repairability/Guarantee: One-year warranty 
against defects in material and workman- 
ship; can be repaired at Rowenta Service; | 


| Web site, phone, and mailing address 
provided 


Other features: No auto shutoff (dubbed 
“sewer’s iron”); can use regular tap water; ver- | 
tical burst of steam; antidrip feature on low 

| temperature setting; self-cleaning reservoir 


1941-1945 











Because manufacturers’ production 
plants and metal supplies were 
commandeered for the war, few irons 
were produced for domestic use. The 
Steam-O-Matic A-300 featured a 
thermostat and became the model for 
subsequent domestic steam irons. 


PACIFIC STEAM 
PSI-5S 

GRAVITY FEED 
$189.95, 1,000 watts 
AtlantaThread.com 


Soleplate Material: Dark aluminum; glides 
very smoothly 


Weight: 4 lb., 7 0z. 


Steam Formation: Gravity feed; 10 narrow 
vertical vents concentrated at extreme tip of 
soleplate; very controlled steam 


Reservoir Volume: 3.5-liter water reservoir 
(plastic bottle) 


Shape of Soleplate: Typical for a gravity-feed 
iron 

Shape of Nose: Narrow 

Temperature Selection: Rotary dial; off, o—-5 


Accessories: Water reservoir; silicon iron rest; 
hose attachments 


Instructions: English only; concise and infor- 
mative (helpful for sewers who haven’t used 
a gravity-feed iron before) 


Place of Manufacture: Not specified on iron 
or instructions 


Repairability/Guarantee: Modular; ther- 
mostat and other parts can be replaced; 
warranted against defects in workmanship 
and materials for 6 months; factory service 
available at 30-50 percent of new iron price; 
email, phone, and mailing address provided 


Other features: Bag of demineralizer (water 
conditioner) included 


1950s 











Rival iron manufacturers competed 
over the number of steam holes in 
irons, which grew from 15 to more than 
100. Finally, most settled for 20 holes. 








CONSEW CES-300 
GRAVITY FEED 
$119.99, 1,000 watts 
Allbrands.com 


Soleplate Material: Dark aluminum; glides 
very smoothly 


Weight: 4 lb., 6 oz. 


Steam Formation: Gravity feed; 10 narrow 
vertical vents concentrated at extreme tip of 
soleplate; very controlled steam 


Reservoir Volume: 3.5-liter water reservoir 
(plastic bottle) 


Shape of Soleplate: Typical for a gravity-feed 
iron: about 8 X 4.75 in. 


Shape of Nose: Narrow 
Temperature Selection: Rotary dial; off, o—5 


Accessories: Attachable Teflon soleplate; 
silicon iron rest (iron rests in down position); 
water reservoir; hose attachments 


instructions: English only; brief instructions; 
parts list for replacements 


Place of Manufacture: lron: Korea; Teflon 
soleplate: Croatia 


Repairability/Guarantee: Modular; ther- 
mostat and other parts can be replaced; no 
guarantee or repair specifics noted; no email, 
phone, or mailing address provided 


Other features: None 


| 1960s 

| Teflon was developed at DuPont 

in 1938 but not marketed until 
after World War Il, in 1946. By 

: 1960, Teflon was used on the 

_ soleplates of domestic irons, 

| where it prevented scorching and 

helped the iron glide smoothly. 
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Today’s your day to try the aurora 430 & 440 QE 
and the revolutionary Bernina Stitch Regulator. 


It's the dawn of a new day in sewing for you. The aurora 430 and 440 OE from 
Bernina bring you features that will revolutionize the way you sew, quilt and 
embroider. For instance, you'll master free-motion in minutes with the patented” 
Bernina Stitch Regulator. It regulates stitch length, so you can create consistent 
free-motion stitching with complete confidence. Only Bernina makes it all 
SO easy with just this magic, little presser-foot attachment. What's more, 
both aurora machines let you do embroidery powered by your PC, which means 
the sky's the limit when it comes to designing. So, what are you doing today? 





Today | will go to Bernina. 





©2006 Bernina of America 


Nothing Sews Like A Bernina. Nothing. 
— ® 
sewer like a Bernina Dealer. www.berninausa.com *US Patent 6,883,446. Optional with 430; standard of 440. OE 
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Squares of silk chiffon turn a plain skirt 
into one that's made for dancing 











LY | o doubt—a party skirt 
| \ | should be designed 
i i for dancing, and this 





raw-edged embellished one 
fits the bill perfectly. If you've 
ever found yourself in a dress- 
ing room during the holiday 
season, you know this to be 
true—women are practice- 
twirling and dipping in front 
of the mirror. But you don't 
have to pay a king’s ransom 





: Only a vertical line 
for a prized party skirt. The of stitching holds the 
deconstructed embellishment — squares in place. 


Cut with a rotary cutter, Mark with tailor’s tacks. the silk setting. Steam you begin sewing so the 
ruler, and mat. Waxed chalk can stain. can water-spot. fabric doesn’t sink into 
Use fine extra-sharp pins Trim with serrated shears. Construct with French, or the throat plate. 

with glass heads. Pair with silk thread. enclosed, seams. Don’t push or pull the 
Sew with a walking foot. Press with a dry iron on Hold thread ends taut as fabric as you sew. 
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EMBELLISHMENTS 


on this dance-the-night-away 
skirt sports columns of raw- 
edged chiffon diamonds. Spin 
around in it, and the fabric 
pieces flutter and shimmer 
like soft fins. 

You can easily incorporate 
the embellishment into your 
own unique skirt. In the 
following pages, you ll learn 
how to cut the squares on the 
bias and how to stitch them 
in place. Plus, you'll discover 
an easy method of calculat- 
ing how many squares youll 
need, based on your waist 
measurement and the length 
of your skirt. The results are 
amazing, so get your dancing 
shoes ready! 


TRIP THE LIGHT FANTASTIC 
Because chiffonis so light- 
weight, fins made from it 
can completely cover a skirt 
without weighing it down. In 
fact, the fins offer up all sorts 
of design options. You can 
use them sparingly just at the 
hem or waist or to embellish 
scarves (for perfect holiday 
gifts). A few would also be 
darling along the empire line 
of a tank, down a sleeve, on 
spaghetti straps—you name 
it. In any application, the 
fins are meant to flutter and 
move, so whatever the gar- 
ment, you know that it will 
be fun to wear. Even if you 
aren't out there boogying on 
the dance floor, your chiffon 
squares will be dipping and 
swaying to their own beat. 


Jennifer Sauer is senior editor 
at Threads. 





continued 


First, do the math 


You'll need an extra1to 14 yards of chiffon 


to make the bias squares. Just follow this ord 
simple recipe to figure out exactly how 
many squares you'll need. The squares over- 
we ’ ° %-in. 
lap by % nen $0 gon t worry about being baliare 
too precise. Chiffon is fluid and forgiving, so 
you can adjust the fit as necessary. 2-in. 
—April Mohr el 
Take the skirt waist 2A-in. 
measurement (minus aa 
seam allowances). Because Finished 
the columns are spaced length 5%-in 
1inch apart at the waist, this of skirt square 
measurement equals the 
number of columns needed. 
3-in. 
Determine the finished square 
length of the skirt. The skirt 
shown at right is 25 inches long. 
%-in. 
Foreach column, cut one square 
square in each of the sizes 
shown at right. If you want a 
longer skirt, continue cutting 
squares in “4-inch intervals. 


Spaced 1 in. apart 





Next, cut the bias squares 


The 45-degree angle between the lengthwise and crosswise grains of the fabric offers the most 
fluidity. As you cut the squares, place each size in a separate envelope to keep them organized. 





Fold the fabric to find the bias. To find the 

true crosswise grain, snip into the selvage, 
then tear the fabric across the width. Align the 
selvage—the tightly woven lengthwise edge—so 
it is parallel with the torn crosswise edge. 


Cut a strip, then chop into squares. Finger- 

press lightly along the diagonal fold, open up, 
and cut along that pressed fold. Measure a strip 
1% inches wide, and cut a long strip using a ruler. 
Chop into squares. Repeat for all sizes. 
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Process photos: Sloan Howard, Model photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup, Christie McCabe. Illustration 
Carol Ruzicka. Stylist: Allison Berlin, Styling credit (p. 67): shoes—Carlos by Carlos Santana, CarlosShoes.com 


Then, mark some guidelines 


Sew all vertical seams first. Then, because the base chiffon panel is so slippery, 
carefully align it on a gridded cutting mat. Use a ruler to create straight guidelines. 





Me 


| Pin-mark the waist. To make sure all . Divide the hem by the number of “) Connect with a line of tailor’s tacks. 

i seams are hidden by a column offins, &. columns. Divide the finished hem J Place a yardstick from the waist pin to 
first place a pin along the waistline at every circumference by the number of columns. the corresponding hem pin. Sew a tailor’s 
seam. Space the rest of the pins 1 inch apart, Then place pins at these intervals along the tack—a doubled, unknotted thread—along 
as shown. hemline, as shown. the guideline at the center of each square. 


Finally, sew in vertical columns 


Use a walking foot to ensure that the layers don’t shift or bunch up as you sew. Place the pins horizontally as shown, 
with each pin head to the right. This makes removing the pins as you sew up to them that much easier. 


aw“ Pin one row, 
overlapping 
¥ x the squares 
——— er} slightly. Starting 
a, — in the middle of 
As a column, pin 
ee ae the squares to 
the underlay, 
centering the 
pin over the 
tailors tacks. 
Using the 
tailor’s tacks as 
your guide, start 
pinning at the 








emline and | Sewfrom waist to hem. Pull the tailor’s ) Fray all edges. Once all squares are sewn 
work upto the tacks out. First, experiment on a couple 7 down, fray the edges of each square 
Wie of scraps to find the best stitch length. Sew (slightly or a lot—your choice) using a stiff 


in a straight line, using the center of the pins toothbrush. 
as your guide. Remove each pin just as it 

approaches the presser foot. If necessary, use 

an awl to hold the corners flat. Repeat steps 1 

and 2 for each column. 
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READERS’ QUESTIONS— 
EXPERTS’ ANSWERS 


How should | stash my stash? 


O My fabric needs to be 
=—_ organized and stored. | 


have a plan, but I'd like to know 
which containers are better for 





Sizing up a knits-only pattern 


O I’m making a lined jacket 

=_ from woven crepe de 
chine and want to use a pattern 
designed for knits only. How do 
| adapt this pattern to compen- 
sate for the lack of stretch in 
my fabric? 

—Brooke Poirier, via email 


Sarah Veblen, fashion 

designer/teacher, explains: 
Patterns for knits run about 
a size smaller than those 
designed for woven fabrics. 
The type of knit recommend- 
ed on the pattern and pattern 
ease are the major consid- 
erations. If stable knits are 
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recommended on the pattern 
envelope such as jersey/single 
knits or double knits, add one 
size or less. 

However, for stretchier 
knits, like interlock, rib knit, 
or spandex, go up two or 
three pattern sizes to com- 
pensate for the missing 
extreme stretch. Gener- 
ally, the more stretch recom- 
mended in a for-knits-only 
pattern, the more youll need 
to add to the sizing to accom- 
modate a woven fabric. 

Next, consider the ease 
built into the pattern. Wear- 
ing ease is the extra room 


storing fabric—plastic totes or 
cardboard boxes? 
—Sherry M. Wheeler, via email 


7 ae Cutting, Threads 
contributing editor, 
replies: There are pros and 
cons to both. Plastic is better 
for silk and wool because 

it keeps the bugs out, but 
over time the plastic can 

emit gases that yellow fabric. 
When you store fabric in 
plastic bins, take it out once 
in a while to give it some air 
and refold it to rearrange the 
creases. Most plastic bins are 
opaque, so it’s easy to forget 
what’s in them. Tape a swatch 


added so we can move in our 
garments. With knits, this 
ease can range from as small 
as % to | inch or even no ease 
at all. For woven fabrics, the 
wearing ease is usually 1 to 

2 inches at the bust, waist, 
hip, and bicep. Knits some- 
times have a negative ease, 
and the pattern is smaller 
than the body measurements. 
Design ease is then added— 
or subtracted—to create the 
designer's look. 

The major pattern com- 
panies use standardized 
language to indicate the total 
amount of ease. When a gar- 


of each fabric, including the 
yardage, to the outside for 
easy reference. 

Cardboard boxes can be 
used to store other natural- 
fiber fabrics and synthetics. 
But over time acids can seep 
out of cardboard into fabric, 
so follow the same recom- 
mendations given above or 
find an alternative solution. 

Plastic crates, available 
at office-supply stores, are 
another option. Air circulates 
through them, you can clearly 
see whats in them, and they 
stack conveniently. You can 
also buy casters to fit most 
crates. Attach them to the bot- 
tom crate for easy portability. 


ment is described as “close fit- 
ting, it has 0 to 2% inches of 
ease; fitted” has 3 to 4 inches; 
“semifitted, 4% to 5 inches; 
“loose fitting, 5% to 8 inches; 
and “very loose fitting” has 
more than 8 inches of total 
ease. 

Finally, always consider 
the ease amount you want. 
Compare the measurements 
of the pattern with a woven 
garment that fits to find out 
how much total ease you 
prefer. Add or subtract this 
amount from your pattern, 
and sew a test garment to 
make sure. 


Illustration: Carol Ruzicka 
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sewenre) BUIIG your 


diy Mandéea- Heay, «Frac 


| Til 
; Make the most of your time | | l 
With this new Sew ‘n Serge | | | 
| station. Do everything at one | | , 


location without running from 





mahine to machine. Station 


is 36” high, requires 29” | with Ba r ud a Nn I 


chair, not included. Seeitat | 
_www.sew-brite.com | 
or call for catalog. 
67201 Not available in stores. 


SEW ‘N ana STATION S00-25 27-0276 
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Ou New 
ntures 


Business Ve 5 
package provides al 


the support 
1g you need 


and 
train 
to get stal it 
embroidery. 


ed in 


An online boutique of upscale 
fabrics, hand-selected by a 
designer with access to some of 
the best of New York and Europe. 


www.emmaonesock.com 
Please shop responsibly. Our selection is habit-forming! 
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DISCOVER THREADART 
AND SAVE! 










Cotton Thread $1.99/1100 yds 


Aneel 


Machine Embroidery Thread $1.65/1100 yds 





VVAVVAVA efslablerslamaelan 





We offer a huge variety of threads and‘othér 
wholesale prices for everyone. Our wide selection includes: 
machine embroidery . quilting . metallics . wooly nylon 
multicolors . bobbins . mbbon . yarn . fabric . stabilizer 
and much more!! 


Celebrating *2() in America! 
ee i 


1.800.627.4776 
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Shop online at www.threadart.com 


customerservice@threadart.com ph - 800-504-6867 





vA continued 


havea. 
question: 

Send it to us, and we'll find 

an expert’s answer. 

Threads O&A 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 


or via email: 
ThreadsO&A@taunton.com 


Kimono care 


O | have a lovely vintage 
= kimono on display in my 
home hanging on a rod (like 
the one on the back cover of 
issue no. 124) that’s padded with 
batting and covered with silk. 
What is the best way to clean 
my kimono? 
—Mary Hammel, 
Cortland, Illinois 


June Colburn, of June 

Colburn Designs I, Inc. 
(JuneColburn.com), responds: 
Preserving a kimono (or any 
fine textile) while on dis- 


Jacquard Crepe 36"................ $15.95 yd. 


YaKiang Tussah 54" Heavy . 
Pearl Crepe Jacquard 45" 


play requires special care. 
Your method of hanging the 
kimono on a padded rod to 
minimize stress across the 
shoulders is appropriate. 
There are some other precau- 
tions you can take as well. 
Although silk is a strong 
fiber, prolonged exposure to 
light damages it. We often 
inadvertently love our textiles 
to death by placing them on 
prominent walls where sun- 
light by day and spotlight by 
night slowly rot the fabric. 
Try hanging your piece on 


an interior wall that’s not 
exposed to direct light. 

Dust also damages textiles, 
so it’s important to clean your 
kimono regularly. In Japan, 
kimonos are aired outdoors 
on bright overcast days with 
low humidity and a gentle 
breeze. Try this once or twice 
a year. Between airings, lightly 
brush the surface, or place the 
kimono in a large mesh bag in 
your dryer on air/tumble only 
(NO heat) for a few minutes. 
And while on vacation, drape 
a sheet over the kimono. 


“WE IMPORT DIRECT” 


.. $19.95 yd. 
Eee $15.95 yd. 


INCREDIBLE COLOR SELECTION 


Crepe de Chine45".............. $13.95 yd. 
Crepe de Chine Prints 45"......... $16.95 yd. 
Satin Stripes 45"... .....0.0000.. $18.95 yd. 


Silk Georgette Chiffon 44°/45"......... 
GhiviaeGike". ww. eee eee eee 
SIIKINoil S5"eOF . ww... ee ee eee 
SUE 3/6 $10.95 yd. 
Taffeta .......... 48" $19.95 yd/36" $16.95 yd. 
ilkematin@5’, «6 een ei dsc be eee eus 
Palace Brocade..... 36" $9.95 yd./45" $12.95 yd. 
100% Lipen 32°736" ............... $10.95 yd. | Dupionni 48"(Hand Woven/Dyed) ... $18.95 yd. 
Silk Peau de Soie .. .30" $15.95 yd./45"$22.95 yd. Silk Crepe, 4Ply, 45" ............. $29.95 yd. 


SILK CHARMEUSE PAJAMAS $89.95 AND MUCH MORE 


SAMPLE DEPOSIT $1 PER TYPE 
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice 


8377 BEVERLY BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 WWW.ORIENTALSILK.COM 
(323) 651-2323 


VISITORS WELCOME 
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Metallic Stripe Chiffon 45"......... $19.95 yd. 
Charmeuse 19%mm 45" .......... $17.95 yd. 
Jacquard Charmeuse 45".......... $18.95 yd. 
Silk/Rayon Velvet 45"............. 
Silk Knit Jersey, Tubular .......... 
100% Wool Crepe 58"............ 
100% Wool Gabardine 58" ........ $22.95 yd. 
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Simplicity 
unteaii 


WANG 7.VAl | oO] 4 O111@) 





Sew the perfect trench & 
the Threads magazine ¢ 
by Simplicity. This patter 
be yours for only $2.5 01 
Con lloeline mele nom dl 






Go to 


ThreadsMagazine.com/Pattern 


To find out how to order this fabulous 
trench coat pattern! 


Simplicity” ts a registered trademark of Simplicity Pattern Co. inc. Copyright® 2006 Simpicity Pattern Co. inc 





READER SERVICE NO. 110 | 


All through this December, spend 
less time and money to get more 
out of all of your garment sewing. 


CTomeoyililik-mcelm el cerel ties 


Tipelanireniels 





Save 15% on our PatternMaster or 


Find our advertisers’ web sites Cameo custom fit sewing pattern 
printing software. 


quickly and easily on Waal ele fiale(simerelan 
our online Advertiser Index at | (888) 929-9453 


| threadsmagazine.com (615) 952-3303 


beginning at GamCT on Friday, December (si, 2006 
Sale anda Midnight, December }ist 


threads = a Wild Ginger Software, Inc. 


Abundant. Kind, Jolly 
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Keep your Threads back issues 
looking brand new. 


Over 3,000 bolts of Quality Fabric for the 
Discriminating Sewer! | 
|| Visit our website or call for more information 





360 Main Street, Dayton, TN 37321 
Toll Free 1-877-254-2815 


| www.simplysunshine.com 
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Seattle faBrics 


Outdoor, Recreational & Marine Fabrics 
8702 Aurora Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98103 
Ph. 206-525-0670 Fax 206-525-0779 
Retail, Wholesale & Shipping Anywhere 
Some Materials Stocked... Supplies, Books and Patterns for.. 
* Gore-tex, Ultrex, Stormtech + Bivy Sacks, Gaiters, Overmitts 
* Sunbrella, Marine Canvases ° Super Light Tarp Tents 
* All Weights of Coated Nylon ¢ Packs, Bags, Rucksacks, Duffels 
° Plastic & Metal Hardware  * Hats, Socks, Gloves, Parkas 
* Velcro®, Zippers & Webbing + Snowboarding, Skiing, Hiking 
° Neoprene & Kayaking Fabric + Horse Blankets, Fly Masks 
° Technical Fleece Fabrics ° Riding Breeches, Dusters 
° Wicking Fabrics & more « Cycling gear & much more 
Check out our Products, Colors & Specials with 
Secure Online Ordering @ 


www.seattlefabrics.com 


88 page catalog available for $3.00 (refundable) 
READER SERVICE NO. 21 


74 THREADS 








Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! 
Bound in dark green and embossed in 
gold, each case holds more than a year’s 
worth of Threads. Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, 


$49.95 for 6). 
Add $1.50 per case for P&H. Outside the U.S., add $3.50 each 
(U.S. funds only). CT residents add 6% sales tax. 













To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286 or send your 
order and payment to: Taunton Direct, Inc., 
P.O. Box 5507, Newtown, CT 06470-5507 


Use our Webstore, email, reguslar mail, of phone, 

















Quilters’ Conference & Showcase 
Southern California’s 
Largest Quilt Show 
January 18 - 21, 2007 


Ontario Convention Center 
Ontario, California 


Quilt & Wearable Art 
Competition 
Over $15,000 in Cash e& Prizes 











Workshops & Lectures with 
International/Regional Teachers — 


Large Merchants’ Mall 
Special Events and Exhibits 


For information visit our website 


or Send $2 for a brochure 
Road to California 


1042 North Mountain Avenue #B361 
Dept. THD Upland, CA 91786 


ViSit US at WWw.road2ca.com 
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STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION 
(Required by 39 U.S.C. 3685) 


1, Title of publication: Threads magazine. 2. Publication no.:0882-7370. 
3. Filing date: September 29, 2006. 4. Issue frequency: Bimonthly. 5. No. 
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Lingerie guards 
go the extra mile 








Traditionally used to keep straps hidden, these lll 


little control freaks also keep clothes in their place 


ersonal style and custom fit arent 

the only reasons to sew your own 

clothes. It’s also a great opportunity 
to build in the details that make wear- 
ing clothes more comfortable. Everyone 
knows a simple lingerie guard can end 
the sliding strap nuisance. But the same 
lasso-and-control principles used in a 
guard can also keep garments close at 
the bust, in line at the waist, and the 
right length at the hem. 

This is a lesson on making the parts 

of the perfect lingerie guard (a simple 
covered snap and thread chain) and four 
ways to use them inside your garment. 
When you put them to use, you wont be 
constantly rearranging or adjusting your 
clothing in public anymore. 


PLAN FOR WIGGLE ROOM 

The first secret to controlling garments 
successfully lies in the ability to do it 
invisibly. For example, if a safety pin is 
used to hold a strap in place, its telltale 
dimple shows, even though the pin is 
hidden. This is because the pin is too 
tight; the control needs wiggle room. But, 
much like the strings on a puppet, when 
the little chained snaps shown at right 
control, theyre out of sight, and theyre 
flexible. It doesn't matter if the chains 
twist or turn, they are weightless and 


less visible than the ribbons sometimes 
used for lingerie guards. 


COVER YOUR SNAPS 

Choose the dependability of metal snaps, 
which come in an endless size range. 
Unfortunately, metal snaps are more 
likely to show. Clear plastic snaps are 
almost invisible, but after a few times 
snapping they sometimes lose their 
holding power. So it’s safest to cover a 
metal snap with fabric and bank on its 





strong attachment. | 
It only takes a few minutes to camou- = a 
flage the glint of snap metal by covering 7 


it with fabric. Use lightweight material 
such as chiffon because it won’t add Hide a lingerie strap at the shoulder. 
Attach a snap and thread chain 
securely inside your garment. Pass the 
chain around and under the lingerie 


strap and snap. 


enough bulk between the snap halves to 
interfere with a snug connection. 

Dont bother with collecting a stash of 
multicolored chiffon scraps. Snaps are 
small. Buy assorted colors of permanent 
Sharpie pens and use them to color 
small pieces of silk chiffon to match your 
garment or the color of your skin. Once 
you See how easy it is to cover a snap and 
attach it to a thread chain, you'll want to 
add these little wonders to more clothes 
than you ever imagined. 


Judith Neukam is technical editor at 
Threads. 
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MASTER CLASS continued 


Guard components 


Covered snaps and thread chains make perfect lingerie guards. But the snaps alone can elegantly 
control a garment closure. Thread chains can also single-handedly hold linings, ties, and belts in place. 


COVERAGE IS A SNAP i> 


Silk chiffon is the fabric to choose. Custom-color it 


with a permanent marker.1 Cut a circle three times the , oe , 4! 
diameter of your snap. 2Sewa running stitch inside the & | Go | 
circle about two times the diameter of the snap. Trim the eal _ 


edge and press it to the wrong side along the stitching. 

3 Pull the thread to make the chiffon wrap around the 
snap. 4 Handstitch the back together and attach the 
chain. Spread the fibers at the nippie for a clean snap join. 


HOW TO MAKE A THREAD CHAIN 


Choose a smooth thread such as silk embroidery twist 
or topstitching thread. 1 Start with a pretzel-shaped 
knot at the end of your thread. 2 Pull a loop as shown and X 
tighten the knot. 3 Pull the long thread end through the 

loop, making a new loop.4 Tighten the first loop down to } 
the first knot. Repeat until your chain is long enough for | 
your use. This is the same as a crochet chain. | 


ee 





Position guards to do the work 


Lingerie guards keep shoulder straps undercover, but use them often to otherwise keep 
your clothes in order. Here are three ways: 


AVOID THE FLAP AT THE BUST 


To keepa V-neck close to your body, stitch a chain inside the point through only 
the facing. Drop the chain behind the bra at center front, and attach the matching 
snap at the lower edge of the facing. Make the chain just long enough to hold the 
neckline close without distorting the garment. 


CONTROL THE GAP AT THE WAIST 


To keep a jacket from pulling sideways at the front, attach the thread chain to the 
jacket lining. Make the chain long enough to insert through a nearby belt loop on the 
skirt or pants and back to the lining. 


MAKE CONVERTIBLE LENGTH AT THE HEM 


Temporarily shorten a pant hem to wear with flat shoes. Just position guards inside 
the leg seams between the knee and the hem. Attach the matching snap lower than 
the chain length by the amount you want to shorten your pants. This creates a subtle 
drape in the pant leg. For a shirred effect on the leg, add thread chains—like tiny belt 
keepers—across the seam allowance for the chain to pass through. 


Photos: Scott Phillips. \l/ustrations: Carol Ruzicka 
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FABRIC 
MOVER 


















BY QUILTER’S CRUISE CONTROL 


Pfaff Makes 
Free-motion 
Easy! 


The new Pfaff creative Fabric Mover with 
Stitch Regulator by Quilter’s Cruise Control 
makes your free-motion work easier and 
more creative than ever before! Just look 
at these great features: 


¢ Moves with the touch of one finger! 

e Perfectly even stitches every time. 

¢ Sews on ALL colors of fabric! 

e Ergonomic design. 

¢ Makes free-motion stitching easy for everyone, 
even beginners! 

¢ No assembly required. 
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Visit your local Pfaff dealer and try the 
Pfaff creative Fabric Mover and Stitch 
Regulator for yourself. To find the dealer 
nearest you, visit www.pfaffusa.com. 
You won't believe how easy 
free-motion can be! 
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MS es No. 123- 


Allentries are referenced with the issue 
number, then the page number(s). 


A 


Alencon (lace): techniques for sewing 
with, 124:30-37 
American Woman’s Home Collection: 
fabric sources for, 128:16 
Appliqués: 
adding patches to denim, 127:66-71 
reverse, technique for making, 
128:59 


Barlup, Judy: 
on fixing patterns before sewing, 
125:40-45 
on jacket-facing solutions, 
123:77-80 
on sewing flat fly-front zippers, 
128:45-47 
Basics (department): 
choosing your best pattern size, 
126:19-21 
essential hand stitches, 125:21-24 
finding great sewing classes, 
127:31-34 
how to apply fusible interfacing, 
123:22-24 
how to pin, 124:22-24 
Beads: 
adding details to denim, 127:66~71 
technique for making with fabric, 
128:31-37 
Belts: 
fabric embellishments, 124:66-68 
making elegant, wide, 126:29~33 
Benton, Sharon: on making fabric beads, 
128:31-37 
Bias: a tip for cutting on the, 128:20 
Bloebaum, Fred: 
on sewing with sheers, 127:54-58 
on tips for keeping sheers lightweight 
and see-through, 127:59-61 
Bobbins: tip to keep with matching 
thread spools, 127:20 
Bolton, Sandi: on fiber and weight of 
linings, 125:46—49 
Boucle: 
color and texture, 128:44 
shortcuts for making designer 
jackets, 128:38-43 
Bra-makers Manual: review of, 127:13 
Buckley-Geer, Elizabeth: Chloé-inspired 
jacket, 126:66 
Bucko, Norma: 
on fitting to flatter the midsection, 
126:52-56 
on sewing darts, 123:47-49 
Bullard, Bobbi: jeweled closures, 
review of, 126:13 
Burkert-Kerr, Donavan K.: Closures by, 
123:90 
Busque Leggett, Pamela: 
on achieving effortless heirloom 
effects, 125:56-61 
T-shirt patterns, review of, 123:16 
Bust: buildingsupport for, 124:44-49 
Bustling: a double-layer dress, 125:70 
Buttonholes: thread colors for tweeds, 
126:16 
Buttons: 
embellishing with web embroidery, 
126:68-70 
handmade, review of, 128:13 
reviewof, 124:11 
tips for sewing, 127:52 
tool for miniature, review of, 124:18 
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C 


Chaffin, Kimberly and Kelly Chaffin: 
tuxedo and prom dress, 124:64 
Chanel: exhibit catalog, Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, 123:13 
Chantilly (lace): techniques for sewing 
with, 124:30-37 
Cheetham, Kathleen: on pants-fitting the 
seat, 128:48-53 
Ciemnoczolowski, Ruth: on building bust 
support, 124:44-49 
Claus, Heather: on turning straight-skirt 
patterns into vintage-inspired designs, 
127:62-65 
Cleaningtools: from office-supply stores, 
123:20 
Closures: jeweled, reviewof, 126:13 
Collars: 
a band technique for, 125:72 
removing seam allowances for, 
123:19 
Collections: being your own fashion 
designer, 124:59-63 
Copied garments: 
details for, 127:85-88 
establishing grainline for, 123:74 
Cotton: organic, sources for, 125:15 
Creative Ser ging: review of, 123:14 
Croquis: use for designing, 125:51-55 
Cumbie, Rae: on sewing for summer, 
125:36-39 
Cutting tools: See Rotary-cutting tools 


D 


Darts: sewing, 123:47—49 
Denim: adding designer details to, 
127:66-71 
Design Challenges: 
2005 Threads Ruffled Garment 
Challenge, 125:62-68 
6th Annual Inspired by Threads, 
123:66-69 
Designers: being your own, 124:59-63 
Designing: for your proportions and 
style, 125:51-55 
Double cloth: 
reversible techniques for, 123:60-65 
sources for, 123:63 
Dowd, Cheri: on shortcuts for making 
designer jackets, 128:38-43 
Dress forms: 123:30-35 
Dubicki, Elizabeth B.; on how to buy and 
set grommets, 126:57-59 
Duran, Marla: on patchwork designing 
with vintage-inspired prints, 
126:60-65 


E 


Edges: 
serpentine, 126:75-80 
tips for finishing fragile, 127:51 
Elna 7200 Quilter’s Dream Pro: review 
of, 125:14 
Embellishments (department): 
button embroidery, 126:68-70 
fabric spirals adorn a belt, 124:66-68 
machine-embroider off the edge, 
125:34-35 
silk chiffon squares on skirts, 
128:67-69 
surface rubbings transform fabric, 
123:70-72 
topstitching adorns a felted jacket, 
127:78-79 
Embroidery, hand: adding ribbon details 
to denim, 127:66~71 
Embroidery, machine: design off the 
edge, 125:34-35 


128 


Everett, Bonnie: jacket made from a 
blanket, 124:65 


iF 


Fabric shopping guides: for London 
and Paris, review of, 125:13 
Fabric wash: review of, 125:15 
Fabrics: 
Belgian linen gauze, 123:92 
bouclé, 128:44 
Devoré velvet, 126:92 
double cloth, reversible techniques 
for, 123:60-65 
Japanese, patchwork designs, 
126:60-65 
inspired by Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
128:92 
linings, 125:46-49 
making with thread, 123:56-59 
mohair, 127:100 
organic cotton, color-grown, 125:92 
sheers, creating optical illusions 
with, 127:54-58 
sheers, tips for keeping lightweight 
and see-through, 127:59-61 
silk chiffon, squares embellish skirts, 
128:67-69 
silk organza, 124:38-43 
storage for, 128:70 
vintage kimono, 124:92 
Facings: drafting for hems, 124:55 
Fashion Design: review of, 126:13 
Fashion designer: being your own, 
124:59-63 
Fashion exhibits: 
Indianapolis Museum of Art, 
wedding gowns, 128:14 
KentState University Museum, 
Ralph Rucci and Madeleine 
Vionnet, 124:11 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Chanel 
catalog, 123:13 
Fine Fabrics (department): 
Belgian linen gauze, 123:92 
Devoré velvet, 126:92 
inspired by Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
128:92 
mohair, 127:100 
organiccotton, color-grown, 125:92 
vintage kimono, 124:92 
Fitting: 
Fitting Series (Part 1), flattering the 
midsection, 126:52-56 
Fitting Series (Part 2), perfect the fit 
from the shoulders, 127:72-77 
Fitting Series (Part 3), pants-fitting 
the seat, 128:48-53 
with tissue, 123:42—46 
Flowers: making from bits of special 
fabric, 128:31-37 
Four Women of Design: sewing retreat, 
127:14 
Fresia, Carol: 
on 2005 Threads Ruffled Garment 
Challenge, 125:62—-68 
on dress forms, 123:30-35 
on tools and products to protect 
hands, 127:44-46 
Fresia, Carol and Judith Neukam: on 
fitting from the shoulders, 127:72-77 
Fun and Fabulous Tops to Sew: review 
of, 128:13 
Funt, Mary: Chantilly-lace dress, 126:67 


G 


Gifford, Shannon: on sewing sweater 
knits, 123:50-55 
Greig, June: on embellishing with button 


embroidery, 126:68-70 

Grommets: how to buy and set, 126:57-59 

Grover, Jan: on choosing an iron like a 
pro, 128:60-65 

Guipure (lace): techniques for sewing 
with, 124:30-37 


H 


Handbags: 
hardware, sources for, 124:50-53 
notions, for making and carrying, 
review of, 126:15 
Hands: tools and products to protect, 
127:44-46 
Hanson, Trudy: HotPatterns.com, review 
of, 123:15 
Heirloom serging: techniques for, 
125:56-61 
Hems: decorative, wide, 124:54-58 
Hil], Lori: on making a one-seam poncho, 
127:36-37 
HotPatterns.com: reviewof, 123:15 
Howard, Pamela: on howto pin, 
124:22-24 


Indianapolis Museum of Art: wedding 
gown exhibit, review of, 128:14 
Interfacings: 
for open knits, 123:54 
how to apply fusible, 123:22-24 
tips for minimizing use of, 127:52 
Iron cleaner:reviewof, 127:16 
Irons: 
choosing one like a pro, 128:60-65 
Digital Velocity V95 Compact Vapor 
Generator, review of, 125:13 
pressing techniques for creating 
shapely garments, 126:40-45 
soleplate rest pad, review of, 126:14 


J 


Jackets: 
facing solutions, 123:77-80 
fitting the midsection, 126:52—56 
jeans, 123:36-41 
shortcuts for making designer, 
128:38-43 
Janome: cover stitch machines, review 
of, 123:15 
Japanese fabrics: patchwork designing 
with, 126:60-65 
Jewels: as closures, reviewof, 126:13 
Jiffy steamers: review of, 127:14 
Johnson, Beverly: Bra-makers Manual, 
review of, 127:13 


K 


Kazell, Marla: on uses for silk organza, 
124:38-43 
Kent State University Museum: fashion 
exhibits, review of, 124:11 
Kesler-Simpson, Susan: on topstitch- 
ing Art Deco trim to a felted jacket, 
127:78-79 
Khalje, Susan: 
on a couture lining technique, 
125:74-78 
on techniques for sewing lace, 
124:30-37 
Kimono, vintage: sources for, 124:14 
King, Kenneth D.: on mastering perfect 
lapels, 124:74-79 
Knits: 
slinky, secrets for sewing with, 
128:54-59 
stretch, finishing techniques 


for, 126:34-39 
sweater, sewing with, 123:50-55 


L 


Lace: techniques for sewing with, 
124:30-37 
Lapels: making perfect notches, 
124:74-79 
Lee, Linda: on making felt-backed 
flowers, 128:31-37 
Linen: 
Belgian gauze, 123:92 
Belgian gauze, sources for, 123:16 
Lingerie guards: technique for making, 
128:75-76 
Linings: 
a couture technique for, 125:74-78 
fiber and weight details for, 
125:46-49 
jacket shortcuts for bagging out, 
128:38-43 
London Mapguide: review of, 125:13 
Louis, Gigi: on updated jeans jackets, 
123:36-41 


M 


Mann, Paddye: on modern pintuck 
placements, 126:46-51 
Marking tools: 
chalk, review of, 125:14 
crayon, review of, 128:16 
from office-supply stores, 123:20 
Master Class (department): 
copying details from your favorite 
clothes, 127:85-88 
eliminate separate facings for elegant 
edges, 125:74-78 
jacket-facing solutions, 123:77-80 
making lingerie guards, 128:75-76 
perfect notched lapels, 124:74-79 
serpentine edges, 126:75-80 
Matthys, Hazel: on finishing techniques 
for stretch knits, 126:34-39 
Mazur, Anna: 
on adding designer details to denim, 
127:66-71 
on fabric belt embellishments, 
124:66-68 
on reversible techniques for double 
cloth, 123:60-65 
pattern reviews, 123:26-28, 
124:26-29, 125:26~29, 126:22-26, 
127:24-28, 128:24-28 
McCarthy, Mary: on copying details 
from your favorite clothes, 127:85-88 
McWilliams, Joyce: serged and woven 
vest, 124:65 
Metropolitan Museum of Art: Chanel 
exhibit catalog, 123:13 
Mohair: sources for, 127:16 
Mohr, April: on making flowers from flat 
fabric strips, 128:31-37 
Moore, Linda: camel-colored dress and 
tweed jacket, 124:64 
Moriarity, Pat: on secrets for sewing 
slinky knits, 128:54-59 
Murphy, Joyce: on elegant, wide belts, 
126:29-33 
Murray, Laura: on surface rubbings to 
transform fabric, 123:70-72 


N 


Nelson, Susie: on choosing your best 
pattern size, 126:19~21 

Nembhard, Denise: sundresses for all, 
126:66 

Neukam, Judith: 


on boucle, 128:44 
on creating couture curves, 
126:75-80 
on making lingerie guards, 
128:75-76 
Neukam, Judith and Carol Fresia: on 
fitting from the shoulders, 127:72-77 
Notions: 
for jeans jackets, 123:40-41 
magnetic bars for storing, 128:18 


O 


Olfa rotary-cutting tools: limited edition, 
review of, 127:13 
Organza, silk: uses for, 124:38-43 


P 


Paint sticks: to transform fabric, 
123:70-72 
Pamela’s Patterns: reviewof, 123:16 
Pants-fitting: 
adjusting darts for, 126:73 
crotch-lengthening tip, 126:17 
the midsection, 126:52-56 
the seat, 128:48-53 
Paris Mapguide: review of, 125:13 
Patchwork: fresh looks for designing 
with, 126:60-65 
Pattern layout: defining “railroaded,” 
127:82 
Pattern Review (department): 
accessories, 128:24-28 
cozy warmth, 127:24-28 
elegant summer styles, 125:26-29 
streamlined silhouettes, 126:22-26 
tailored shape and style, 123:26-28 
the best dresses for spring, 
124:26-29 
Patterns, sewing: 
altering to match your body, 
127:72-77 
cataloging your collection, 125:20 
choosing the best size, 126:19-21 
copying, 123:74 
fixing before sewing, 125:40-45 
review of, 123:15 
T-shirts, review of, 123:16 
Penfold, Jennefer: on fabric shopping 
guides for London and Paris, review 
of, 125:13 
Pin basting: tool, review of, 124:12 
Pinning: how to, 124:22-24 
Pintucks: modern placements for, 
126:46-51 
Piping: tool, review of, 123:14 
Pockets: in-seam, 123:38-39 
Ponchos: making with one seam, 
127:36-37 
Prakash, Deepika: on handbag hardware, 
124:50-53 
Pressing: 
techniques for creating shapely 
garments, 126:40—45 
tools for, 126:45 


O 


Quick to Make (department): 
three giftworthy projects from bits of 
special fabric, 128:31-37 
elegant, wide belts, 126:29-33 
one-seam poncho, 127:36-37 
two-hour gypsy skirt, 125:30-33 


R 


Ray, Mary: on finding great sewing 
classes, 127:31-34 
Reader’s Closet (department): 


124:64-65, 126:66-67 
6th Annual Inspired by Threads, 
123:66-69 
Roger, Brenda C.: Closures by, 126:90 
Rotary-cutting tools: Olfa limited edition 
mat and cutter, review of, 127:13 


S 


Sagers, Peggy: on sewing darts, 123:47-49 
Sauer, Jennifer: 
on decorative wide hems, 124:54-58 
on embellishing skirts with silk 
chiffon squares, 128:67—-69 
on essential hand stitches, 125:21-24 
on fresh patchwork designs, 
126:60-65 
on making atwo-hour gypsy skirt, 
125:30-33 
Scarves: making into a skirt, 124:70 
Scissors, powered: reviewof, 123:13 
Seam allowances: tips for reducing, 
127:53 
Seam finishes: for knits, 123:53 
Seam ripper: review of, 128:14 
Seams: 
deconstructed, an exposé on, 
127:38-43 
flat-felled, 123:38-39 
hidden, double cloth, 123:62—-63 
Hong Kong, 123:80 
Seltzer, Bonnie: Closures by, 127:98 
Sergers: making fabric with, 123:56-59 
Serging: heirloom, 125:56-61 
Sew Subversive: Down & Dirty DIY for 
the Fabulous Fashionista: review of, 
127:16 
Sewing: 
summer garments, 125:36-39 
Teach Yourself to Sew, 125:foldout 
tip for working with difficult fabric, 
127:18 
Sewing classes: finding top-notch, 
127:31-34 
Sewing machines: 
cover stitch, reviewof, 123:15 
review of, 125:14 
Sewing retreats: review of, 127:14 
Sewing workshops: learn to teach, review 
of, 124:13 
Shells: couture finishing tips for, 127:80 
Shelton, Georgene: on being your own 
fashion designer, 124:59-63 
Shoulders: 
fitting from, 127:72-77 
sleeveless, altering for fit, 126:72 
Shriber, Nancy: on discovering your best 
proportions and style, 125:51-55 
Silk-screen kits: review of, 124:12 
Skirts: 
altering a straight pattern for vintage 
design, 127:62-65 
embellish with silk chiffon squares, 
128:67-69 
fitting the midsection, 126:52-56 
Stylish Skirts, review of, 128:13 
two-hour gypsy design, 125:30-33 
using scarves to make, 124:70 
Sleeve caps: tips for setting, 127:49 
Sloter, Amy Faye: Closures by, 125:90 
Soldering iron: review of, 124:16 
Spools: tip to keep with matching 
bobbins, 127:20 
Stabilizers: 
how to apply fusible interfacings, 
123:22-24 
using to make fabric, 123:56-59 
Stabilizing knits: using templates for, 
123:52 
Stalzer, Susan: three-piece ensemble, 
126:67 


Steamers: Jiffy, review of, 127:14 
Steeves, Ann: 
on how to apply fusible interfacing, 
123:22-24 
on pressing techniques for creating 
shapely garments, 126:40—45 
Stenciling paints: adding details to 
denim, 127:66-71 
Stern, Jennifer: 
on machine embroidering off the 
edge, 125:34-35 
on machine-embroidery tips 
for denim, 127:68 
Stitches: hand, 125:21-24 
Storage: for fabric, 128:70 
Stylish Skirts: review of, 128:13 
Swimsuits: making straps for, 
123:18 


T 


T-shirts: patterns, review of, 123:16 
Tables, folding: review of, 124:14 
Temple, Mary Beth: Closures by, 
124:90 
Thielfoldt, Linda M.: Closures by, 
128:90 
Thread adapters: review of 126:14 
Threads: 
Clover, review of, 124:13 
tip for prepping, 127:48 
using to make fabric, 123:56-59 
Threads editors: 
25 no-stress sewing tips, 127:47-53 
an exposé on deconstructed seams, 
127:38-43 
Tilton, Marcy: 
on silk-screen kits, review of, 124:12 
on tissue fitting, 123:42-46 
Tissue fitting: 123:42-46 
Tops: fitting the midsection, 126:52-56 
Topstitching: 
Art Deco trim adorns a felted jacket, 
127:78-79 
for jeans jackets, 123:40 
Tornow, Karen: on making fabric with 
thread, 123:56-59 


U 


Underlinings: 125:76 


V 


Velvet, Devoré: sources for, 126:15 
Vintage: 
designs, altering a straight-skirt 
pattern for, 127:62-65 
prints, patchwork designing with, 
126:60-65 


W 


Waistbands: tips for sewing bulk-free, 
127:50 

Wedding gown exhibit: Indianapolis 
Museum of Art, review of, 
128:14 

Wilson, Elizabeth: on patchwork 
designing with Japanese fabrics, 
126:60-65 

Wrinkles: tip for removing, 125:16 


Z 


Zippers: 
sewing flat fly-front, 128:45-47 
tips for installing, 127:48 
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distinctivefabric.com | 


ore 






Order online - safe & secure 
10 free swatches for new customers! 
Fast Shipping - Volume Discounts 


20 Day, 100% Refund Policy 
1 Yard Order Minimum! 
'877- 721-7269 www.distinctivefabric.com 


Rose Collection 


These beautifully crafted roses released 
only through this exclusive, limited offer. 


| 
. a 4 
# 
; - 
. 


You Will Receive: 
The Adorations Rose 
Collection Embroidery CD. 


¢ Numbered for authenticity 

¢ Exquisitely packaged \ 
¢ Beautifully designed compact dee 

e Full color booklet and design tips. 

e At the completion the series, you will 


receive a certificate of f authenticity ) 
signed by Urban Ziindt. e. 


e Exclusive opportunity to purchase | 


the next five collections to complete | a \ I | 
this amazing series. wy 





To get Adorations in time tor Christmas just go to 





www.zundtdesign.com/Registration.htm 


Th ee 


READER SERVICE NO. 5 
THREADS 





























Discover MasterW orks = : 


the new easy-to-use digitizing 
software from Designer's 
Gallery®! With MasterW orks, 
youll have an endless amount 
of options for digitizing your 


own designs. 


MasterW orks is compatible with 
today’s most popular brands of embroidery machines. 
MasterWorles sives you an instant view of stitch 
effects, so there’s no waiting. Plus, everything you 


need for creating your design 


Works 


is all on one screen, so 
mapping your next 
project will be fast 


and easy! 


MasterW orks is available 
only at Baby Lock Retailers. 
Call 800-422-2952 to find 


your local retailer. 





To order your copy go to 
www. designersgallerysoftware.com/ th 


coz 


“3 
(Designer 5 Gallery® 


ow We make embroidery easy! 





basi EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
TO DO THE JOB! 


Prevent Fabric 
Poke Through! 


e 5-1/2” Japanese Stainless Steel 
e Sharp Knife-Edge Blades S, 
e Double Curved Handle J 





Ask For It 
Wherever Scissors a 
Are Sold! CALL FOR FREE CATALOG 


1 800 SEW TRUE (739-8783) 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 


Will fue eras = 1-800- 638-4770 www.sewtrue.com 


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY SEWING SUPPLIES 
READER SERVICE NO. 142 READER SERVICE NO. 11 





www.Navelssewing.com 





See ad index on pages 88-89 for reader service numbers. 
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“Tidal oo. : G io FASHIONABLE FABRICS 






Advanced Alterations aiecUialiare 


«Alterations for Professionals 
«Specialty Alterations: Bridal/Formalwear 












: @ products atyour — 
» Swarovski* Crystals 


OD @ favorite Store! 







De ive Touch™ W Ask for L’Orna 
ener bees d” >= The Best Designers! Unbeatable Prices! | 





Linda Stewart, Instructor « RhineStuds @. —— or on-line...www.i-kandi.com 
-NailHeads @ “ @ by » OE COMP 










Cincinnati March 19-22 
Hosted by Banasch's 
Asheville April 17-20 
Denver April 26-28 


| fashionablefabrics.com 


—— 





*Peatls ~=www.L-Orna.com « 1-800-985- 3634 


EARTH GUILD eal riet haeiee: wont 


Tools, Materials & Books for Handcrafts c Unique & Exciting Buttons 
33 Haywood Street * dept TH Ja 4 SHOP OUR WEBSITE 
Asheville NC 28801 
1-800-327-8448 , 
e-mail: inform@earthguild.com www. BUTTONSofNW. COM | 
yg PH 1-800-556-7657 
















Alterations for Professionals 
Book on CD Available Now! 
Phone: 276-669-3299 
LStewartCouture @bvunet.net 
www.LindaStewartCoutureDesigns.com 





web site: www.earthguild.com 
mail order catalog: $4 





Malden Mills 


Siar 


DESIGNER: 
FABRICS 


AA : Cadena , 
Cotdag an od Cat i mech foums. suey » Malden Mills” Retail Store introduces 
¢ ~ mail postman (a sterlingtape. Cony. Val€NTINO WWW. AF- STUDIOS. COM 


Ralph Lauren 


where you will find: 
Donna Karan 


rig sterlingnametape. com 


1-800-654-5210 Hugo Boss * Inspired Projects 
Ellen Tracy * Fun Contests 
Ultrasuede * Shopping 


* E-Classroom 
* Special Events 


Call us at (877)-289-7652 to order 


»! — Heirloom Cottons 
and much more! 


: Sieeling g « 5 | 
Cape C O. 


Dept TM3 / P.O. Box 939 | 
Winsted CT 06096 


FREF PERSONAL SWAICH SERVIC] 


www. lextileFabricStrore.com 


2717 FRANKLIN PIKE * NASHVILLE IN © PH: 615-29 7-5 $4 


www.AF- Studios.com (978)- 557-3243 
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ah Canada's online retatler of flne fashion 
: "| fabrics. sewing pattems and notions 


~ Bali batik rayon from The Batik Butik 
, ~The Bali Collection sewing patterns 
~ Interlock & ribknit from Siltex Mills 
Aa ~ Selection of fine cotton fabrics 

~ ~ Fokwear Kwik-Sew, The Classics by Maternal Things 
Petite Plus Patterns, The Sewing Workshop Collection 


Distinctive Sewing Supplies | 


www distinctivesewing.com 


——__ 


Cow, Mama, Sow! 


Fabulous Fabrie aud Fatlorn 







info@distinctivesewing.com 





nila 


www.sew MamasSew.com 
Modern cottons, retro oilcloth, hip patterns and more. 









— 


DARR, Inc 


Sewing Notions that Work 
Made in USA 


DARR E-Z Winder 
Wind any thread or yarn 
onto spools using your 
sewing machine bobbin winder. 


N E W ue Patent Pending od ra A 


DARR Piping Magic 
Rotary cut piping seam allowances. 


DARR, Inc. 
| (251) 661-5191 - Fax (251) 665-0072 


| http://www.darrsewnotions.com 
info@darrsewnotions.com 


a Se 
Patent 61704 It 


<ady 
ee 


Learn from The Pillow Lady. 
Instructional videos & DVD's teaching 
efficient and professional techniques 

for making pillows. 
888-745-5797 


www.thepillowlady.com 








FABULOUS RIBBON TRIMS 
LEN TEXTILES 


jacquard or printed Ae unusual subjects 


for sewing, scrapbooking, paper crafts 
wholesale or retail wwwlfntextiles.com 
773/883-1888 _ f 773/883-2021 
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See ad index on pages 88-89 for reader service numbers. 


Renaissance Dyeing Wool 
Corset Making Supplies 
Gold and Silver Real-Metal Threads 
Needlework and Costuming Books 


Scissors, Fancy Tools, Accessories 


Catalog $5.00 (refundable with $30 order) 
Vite 
L 


Ly) 


Hedgehog LO ech 


P.O. Box 45384 Westchester, CA 90045 
(310) 670-6040 * (888) 670-6040 


Wey, h ed 









I 


y 


rehoghandworks.com 


“APRON PEG 


AM 
Femidihel a ipron iia with criss- 


cross back and made to be reversible 
out of two dress webt. fabrics. 


* apres 


oti = 
‘ql ay Poncuthion > 

ai » 
ie of 


CH & Lada 
i AL ie 
CHé&Add L. 
oP ee re 
4 





‘Tough & sturdy apron 
pattern, pockets are 
pleated and rein forced 
with rivets for long wear. 
Sew upin heavier wgbht. 
fabrics like demm or 
decorator prints. 


The Paidey Pincushion 
68185 Nebalem Hwy N. 
Vernonia, OR 97064 

503.7 5 U2831 
e-matl: paisley(@ pacifier.com 
_ ate paisley pincushion.com 






FREE 


NEUE MODE PATTERN 
AY selection) 
WITH PURCHASE OF THREE PATTERNS 


ALWAYS 20% OFF 
ALL ACCESSORIES 


zippers, threads, quilting fabrics, needies, 
scissors & shears, sewing furniture & more! 
















~ “Check out our new site design! | 


candlelight valley fabrics 


designer fabrics on-line 


silks 


wools cashmeres 


jerseys linens suing 


microfibers rayons 


it’s where you want to be! 
www,candlelightvalleyfabrics.com 








& 
NM yReOocweoms, com 
ay 2 







UNIQUE 
PATTERNS 
FOR 
WEARABLE ART 


& 


= f : For free 32-page catalog, 
| #262 - Spectator Coat email name and address 
to: info@folkwear. com 





Order One or More! CUSTOM-MADE 


ZIPPERS 


= We are America’s #1 source for zippers you & 
= cannot find in a retail store. All zippers made to & 
= your specifications, and shipped quickly. Easy = 
= on-line ordering process—simple to use! : 
= Order one zipper or a dozen, all custom made. 


ZIPPER GQ SOURCE « 


i<¥ oie 
= 190 0 W. Kinzie St. Chicago, iL 60622 

ss Phone: 312-492-7200 @ Fax: 312-243- 1600 : 
We WWW.zZIDpersource.com gawwwayary 









Thinking about launching 
a sewing business? 
Already in business? 
Join Today! 


The Professional Association 
of Custom Clothiers 
Ph: 877-755-0303 


www.paccprofessionals.org 








ORIGINAL SINGER 
221 FEATHERWEIGHTS 
with case by Tom Martin 


Toll free: 866-349-8551 


Faltrics Unlimited 
for All Your Sewing Needs 
Toll Free 1-800-827-9389 
VAAN Airs) Ole(estelaltiaelicsxem ars) 





7 Sewing Machines lrons | 
Atl a: Cutting Machines Needles 
AS LEVY pars & supplies Attachments 


Everything For The Garment industry Dress Forms 

www.atlaslevy.com pape, 
SCISSOrS 

109 W 8th St_ Los Angeles, CA 90014 


Presser Feet 
Cutting Mats 
Rulers 


1-800-216-9128 





STRETCH HOUSE, INC. 


232 W. 37th Street (Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 
New York, NY 10018 | 


Best source of spandex, 
trimmings and feathers. 


Wholesale and retail. 
Mail order available. 
Ask for swatches. 


Phone: 212-868-0944 * Fax: 212-868-0948 
sales@stretchhouse.com 
www.stretchhouse.com 





TREAT ABING 


SALE ur 10 80” ort 


SILK COTTON WOOL LINEN DENIM FLANNEL LINING 
BUTTONS APPLIQUES RIBBONS ZIPPERS THREADS 


| http: //www.trimfabric.com 






Keep your Threads back issues 


exe) qiile melee mane 





Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! Bound 
| in dark green andembossed in gold, each case 
| holds more than a year’s worth of Threads. 
Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 for 6). 


Postage and handling additional. CT residents add 6% sales tax, 
Canadian residents please add 7% GST. 


| 


To place an order using your credit card, | 
| call 1-800-888-8286. | 


Outside the U.S. and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 


62 Fabric Corner 


ey 
TN Topeka, KS 66614 
(785) 271-7667 


Visit us on the web at www.thefabriccorner.com 


Quality quilting and fashion fabric, 
embellishments and notions. 


5331 SW 22nd Place 


embroiderysew.com 


Featuring Swarovski® 
HOT FIX/IRON-ON CRYSTALS 
Your one-stop resource for 
embroidery supplies, 
hot-fix crystals and more! 










Silovialiave| Ke] el— | vlUnerelas 







CUSTOM AFFORDABLE PRICES! | 
WOVEN FREE SAMPLES! 

GARMENT DURABLE! 
LABELS WON'T FADE 


1-800 469-1301 














Handbag Patterns 
unique 


handbag patterns 
designed for the way 
women REALLY live!! 


FREE Color Brochure 
Call Toll-Free 
866.409.8634 


StudioKat Designs 
= 137 S Hemingway Ct 
Perfect for embellishing! Advance, NC 27006 
see the entire collection at _ 
www.studiokatdesigns.com 



















= Custom Designed Ciltstanding: ‘Guality On-Time Delivery -4 
aupo sth! Signature Jacquard Fabric, 


Ribbons, Labels, Tags, | 
Patches CRe Min ary> 
FUHNG SATIN ( CO. INC 
Embroidery Art for Jackets, 
Shirts, Uniforms, Jeans 
- i= Tel: (516) 877-133) www.fuhngsatin.com 
47 en City Park, NY 11040-5107 Since 1968: 


Fabr ri eS. nel 


| Fine Fabrics 
Wools, Silks, Tulles.. and — 


Large and small orders accepted 


http://www.fabrics.net 
i 20) ee 










Waddington Sewing Center 


> 
Buy Koala Cabinets Online: a, 
www.KoalaCabinets.com Bf 

wy 

al 

rm 

o 


Koala Top drawer Delivery Service: 
. In home delivery to the room you choose. 
. Cabinet(s) unpacked and assembled. 
. Box({es) removed from your home. 














hotpatterns.com. 
4 Unique and Exclusive 
High Fashion 
Dressmaking Patterns 
designed for | 
Style Obsessed 
Sewers and 
Dressmaking Divas | 
| Patterns so hot they’re smokin’... | 
www.hotpatterns.com 








The P\iilePalale] 
FITTING ASSISTANT | 


Uses Your body measurements 
lo convert Your 3D body form 
into 2D masiert patiems 
Your Personal Fit 
Reduces Your Frustration 
Saves Your time & money 
Customize Your wardrobe 
Easy to use for Your better Fit 
Your Personal Fit-ting Shells 
fil inside Your patlemns like 
Your body fits into a garment 


our 


ersonal 


www yourpersonalfit.com 


559-213-6630 Fax 559-291-9933 


Fine Fabric, Lace & Buttons 
Couture Designer Paradise 
Virginia Marti Designer Fabrics 
Lakewood, Ohio Tel. 216-228-9700 
Web >www.virginiamartifabrics.com< 





—— a 


‘Nylon and Invisible Zippers 
#3, #4, #5 Regular, Lace & Scallop Lace 
Completed line of zippers 
Other trims available 





| J.N. Zippers & Supplies Corp. ) 
111 Kimball Way, S.S.F., CA 94080 | 
Tel: 650-871-8838 Fax: 650-871-8882 


www.jnzipper.com info@ jnzipper.com 
We have been eee the industry nationwide for more than 15 years 














ff Dip Pine Media 
{ 
‘SEWING CLASSES ON DVD 
_ www.HipLineMedia.com 





Awl and Point Turner 


$15 00 each or $25 for the set, 
plusshippingand handling 


Designed by Christme and handcrafted by a blacksmith, this awl and pomt turner 
arethe perfect tools for those hard to reach places in your collars or corners 
They're the perfect gift for any sewerowho values high-quality tools 


: S547. f: 248.543.4037 
Pp: 248.547.1080 f: 248.543.403 fick ourwetake 


tosee ourcomplete 
lineof patterns and fabrics 


WwW: www.C}patterns.com 
e: christme@cjpatterns.com 


} forinquiries: PO BOX 858 ROYAL OAK Ml 48068-0858 USA 






1-800-401-8151 
Free phone support on all your 
sewing needs and purchases. 


www.sewingmachinesplus.com 
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| LADIES DON’T MISS THIS... 


LEARN TO MAKE PATTERNS 
THAT FIT!!! 

Go to: www.Lutterloh-system.com 

and watch our online-video-demo. 








OUR PASSION IS 


FABRICH! 


Dress Up Your jeans. Try our sequins 
beaded fringe / rhinestone trim 
applique / frogs / feathers / ribbons 
for personalizing the Latest Looles! 


Write us with your needs ... 


O701 SE MeLoughliun 
Milwaukie, OR 97222 
503/786-1244 
<raillendstore.com= 


Swatehing 
Service £3.00 


Smce 1918 





Bright and Happy Fabric Store 


Your online source for quality 
juvenile and novelty fabrics. 


626-357-6328 
www.brightandhappyfabric.com 















A 
PERFECT 
BLOUSE 


Modern, casual stvle 


$19.95 
+3.00 s&h 
FLadd 6 1/2 % 
Visa MIC check 






CUTTING CORNERS 
1667 Barcelona Way 
Winter Park, FL 32789 
| | 1-877-734-5818 * www.cuttinglinedesigns.com 














The online source for the 


| Fashion Sewing Enthusiast 


eAmbiance lining 
ePetersham ribbon 
eElastic § eRiRi Zippers 
eSpecialty Tools & more 


eTailoring supplies 
e Designer Patterns 
elnterfacing 
eStay tapes 
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See ad index On pages 88-89 for reader service numbers. 


miat 


FACTORY DIRECT 


AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
FREE CATALOG! 
Inside NJ: 973-546-4502 x33 
Outside NJ: 800-634-6647 x33 


www.lodidow nancreath er.com 


- a i 
nm! bree wer 


Free 48 page cxindoe 


www.beaconfabric.com 


Serger Thread & Notions, Zippers 
Flagcloth/Outdoor Fabrics, Elastic 
Webbing/Buckles, Scissors, 
Upholstery & Home Dec. Supplies 


8331 Epicenter Bvid. 
Lakeland, FL 33809 800-713-8157 


eToMoyiilit-mcelm sleerel tres 
information 






Find our advertisers’ web sites 
quickly and easily on 
our online Advertiser Index at | 


threadsmagazine.com 


s threvds 








_ Sewable Stoadien Tracing Paper 


Don't cut your patterns! 





10 yards rolls - 29" wide 


| Trace your pattern with this durable, strong, 
| see-through and drapably soft pattern paper. 


Contact us for pricing, free sample and catalog 


Birch Street Clothing 
P.O. Box 1110, Alta, CA 95701 - Dept TH 
800-736-0854 (530-318- 3883) * www.birchstreetclothing.com | _ 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED __ 











andso much more! 


‘| Order over 
‘27000 items online! / 


fai HEOOSID-OETO \™ 


ApcadPRO ” 


Finest Belgian Linen 
For Home and Church 
Widths to 120” 


See our product line at: 


www.threadpro.com 
903-887-2322 


Ne 


WORLD OF 
@ | FASHION 


b bu ro MAGAZINE 


| Monthly magazine. 50 to 60 patterns in each issue. 





Each pattern in five sizes. 
Send $18 for 3 issue trial subscription to GLP 
INTERNATIONAL, POB 9868, Englewood, NJ 07631-6868, 
call 201/871-1010, e-mail: info@glpnews.com 
Visit us at: www.glpnews.com/Crafts.html 








\\_ lueysfabries.com 


a fabric boutique 






‘contemporary knits 
fashion trims 
purse findings 


worldwide shipping fromTexas ())972-494-7331 





www.lucysfabrics.com 


Timmel Fabrics in Canada 


Fabrics and patterns for garment sewing 
Mail order to Canada, USA, Europe 


www.timmelfabrics.com 
1 877-825-9048 





Sewabration com 


the 
| Simplified Sewing Series 


Highest Quality Silk, Nylon 


& Cotton Threads 
Uf Th WA for Sewing, ns er pi 









Ph: 860 355-8558 


Buttons] [Zippers 


Black & White Sewing Supplies 


lwww. BUT TONFLOWER.coM 


Trims Unlimited,Inc. 1-718- 437-9504. 
4510 11th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11219 


For all your sewing needs 


CUSTOM SERVICES 


Made From Your Fabric 
Pleating ¢ Flowers ¢ Buttons « Belts 








Sizes 4-26 and 
A-D Cup included “ 
Long or Short Sieeve 
$16 + $3 S&H 
703-830-1867 
Shop Online 


www. dawnandersondesigns. com 


Dawn Andewen 
Designs~ 





54” dupioni silk 
1 F<) rere) fe) 6 


itd eleikelametolaa. 


...grab hold of your imagination... 


, -Hand-painted Porcelain Buttons 
»-Rubber Stamps -Porcelain Bisque 
-Gift Shop 


GOLD 
SEAT 
Cindy Webb = (719)633-2188 
Online Catalogue 
www, goldsealproducts.com 


a ie 7~ — \ 
ware robe aad 
SHOP LIKE A PROFESSIONAL! 
We carry thousands of hard to find 
wardrobe care supplies. 


MANHATTAN WARDROBE SUPPLY 
TOLL FREE:888-401-7400 
Contact us at: info@wardrobesupplies.com 





Check out our new full-service website: 





http://wardrobesupplies.com 





DEPT C033 






90 Hazelton Lane 
RR#1, Box#1 
North Bay, Ontario 
Canada P1B 8G2 
705.494.8529 
www.finesewing.com 


FIRE ASounran 


NZS 
NZ 
SZ; 
a 

+ aS 


wing & Design | 





~ Owned by Kathryn Brenne 








® dressforms & 
pantsforms 





Achieve the perfect fit with a form that duplicates 
your body and posture, is sturdy & pinnable 






www. firemountaingants. com/ 
_freecatalog 






Custom-Made or Make-Your-Own 
Kits & Videos * Seminars & Workshops 






HAND-DYED SILK FABRICS 


for all the arts that use cloth— 
quilts, collage, wearables, books, 
fine sewing, costumes, etc.... 


www.janesteinberg.com 







Textiles You Feel 
Good About! 


Certified Organic 
Cotton Fabrics and Notions 
_ www.pmorganics.com 






5 wuww.glitzonline.com 
bh Rhy MLestones enitel ih, Lim 


{ ‘iuffon Se tr Sere ti fi 


The Anywhere Table increases your 
workspace anywhere you need it! 


www.Anywherelable.com 
866-457-8929 


We a t iti et hve 


Hane a | vir ! 


Pape CU - 


Siti re - 


www.manne-king.com 


Thousands of new items available online. 
Call or email for our new 96-page catalog! 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICES! 
Dress Forms from $94.95 
Coat Forms from $94.95 


Easy online ordering & as always 
friendly customer service! 


3855 Elm St. ¢ Denver, CO 80207 


1-800-779-1566 


2 


THE SILK SOURCE | 





10 ft WIDE Fabrics & 





Grommets. Draperies 


For Washable Seamless Draperies, 


Slipcovers, Tablecloths, & more! 
$2 Planning Kit with Samples: 
v punF. | 












Fabrics For All Occasions 
| < » Bridal and Formal Fabrics * Daywear 
‘| ol 1332 Southwest 59th 

Ox 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73119 
(405) 685.1279 
iin fobis www.helenenoxfabrics.com 
Hours: Mon,-Sat. 10-6 « Sun. 1-5 
| We ship all over the United States 


























SILK FABRICS 
(BY MAIL) 

Silk Doupioni, China Silk, Silk Shantung, Silk Gauze, Silk Taffeta, 
Silk Organza, Silk Crepe 4ply, Duchess Satin, Silk Charmeuse, 
Heavy Shantung Plain, Heavy Shantung Rib, Silk Crepe-de-chine, 
Doupioni Silk Metallic, Silk Linen, Silk Chiffon, Raw Silk Noil, 

Silk Organza Metallic Plain/Crinkle 


*N eut Surprise Packages!* 
SUPER SILK 


P.O.BOX 527596 Dept. T 
Flushing, NY 11352 Cail toll free for free brochure 


(718) 886-2606 1-800-432-7455 
www.supersilk.com 





Trish Waxed Linen Thread 
Supplies for Beading, 
Basket Weaving & Embellishing 


Visitour Website or 


catalog $2.00 
800-526-1630 
RoyalwoodLtd.com | 


Royalwood Ltd. 
517-Th Woodville Rd. 
Mansfield, OH 44907 





roagD 
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CLAIRE SHAEFFER’S 
oxelUhm0)-1=m''20)-1.4-)-10) 25 


Claire Shaeffer, PO Box 157, Palm Springs, CA 92263 
760-325-7906 Sewfari@earthlink.net 


www.zipperstop.com 
YKK Zippers 
“Zipping Up America Since 1941” 
Every type of zipper imaginable! 
1.888.947.7872 


Knit Patterns for the Hard To Fit 
EMMA SEABROOKE 
305-664-3319 





Sewing Classes 


| Sewphisticated Knit Fabrics 


Contact Emma for a 
Free Info Packet! 








WWW.Sa ntacruzdesigns, com 






Chic, Fabulously fun sewing 
patterns In styles from Funky 


to fa ntastic. 


The CLASSIFIED rate is $5.50/word, minimum 15 
words. Payment must accompany order. Send to 
Threads, Classifieds: PO Box 5506, Newtown, CT 
06470-5506, or fax to 203-270-6310. Or email text to 
ads@taunton.com The deadline for the February/ 
March 2007 is November 8, 2006. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LEARN CLOTHING ALTERATIONS! Lessons on 
DVD. Visit us at www.alterationsmadeeasy.com or 
call (314) 298-9909 to order. 


SEW BABY BIBS at home. Have fun and receive up 
to $506.25 weekly! For information send SASE to: 
Stuff-4-Kids, PO Box 910969, St George, UT 84791. 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING beaded jewelry/ 
products from home. Rush SASE: Home Assembly- 
-TH, Box 216, New Britain, CT 06050-0216. 


FABRICS 


ULTRASUEDE?® $29.97 - $39.97 YD., 100 Swatches, 
$15.00. Many other fabrics! Field’s Fabrics, 1695-44th, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49508-5001. 1-800-67ULTRA. 
wwweieldsfabrics.com 
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sewkeyse@bellsouth.net 





See ad index on pages 88-89 for reader service numbers. 








i m * Over 50.000 craft & 

MTT EW sewing supplies Lorraine Torrence s 

| D i oakKane of, oe avtie, 

\FOR LESS ) °278 mane weet | {a unitoraiarencecom | 
RT PSS Dat, Satie PACIFIC RIM COAT | VEST § 


Coat or vest pattern in 2 Jengths 
with 2 acai optens. 


TOLL FREE: 1-800-369-4974 


the Country's Largest Fabri » On-line. 
Shop e Country's Larg abric Store Ask for free brochure 


e 
baerfabrics.com 
Pe ae SMALL ADS YIELD 
Merchandise! | BIG RETURNS 
for advertisers featured in the 
Marketplace and Classified 
sections of Threads. 
For more information call 


800-309-0383. 


Hugo's NEW G "Tare 


A Mz A. 50 Foot Rolls 


2”, 1”, 2”, 2-3/8" 
SELF CLING NO GLUE aa 
NEW 


 Thanepare™ 
purple & BUS 


PREVENT 
THREAD UNRAVELING 


www.amazingtape.com 


Z Acres of 


PRINTED & WOVEN E2bzic 


Custom Designed for All of Your Needs 


pf 2s 


Fast theo Excellent crag Small Or Large Orders 


1-800-944-4696 sAnior0u 








4172 Piciloont | | 
|Oakland, CA 94611 








RETAIL 1 (323) 727-1231 WHOLESALE 


FABRICS - LACES - TRIMS Huge selection! Create 
original gowns enhance an heirloom. FABRIC HUT 
(757) 588-1300. www.FabricHut.com 


ETHNIC SEWING PATTERNS! African, Asian, 
Indian, Belly Dancing, more. Since 2003. Shop 
stores.ebay.com/Ethnic-Patterns or 
www.ethnicpatterns.com 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LET US WEAVE FOR YOU! Custom contract weaving 
service. Reasonable rates, fast turnaround. You can't 
sell what you don't have. wwwsageweaving.com 


HAWAIIAN PRINT FABRICS from $2.99/yard. 
Luxurious 100% cotton, polyester/cotton, rayon. 
Competitive prices. Located in Hawaii. 
www.HawaiianFabricShop.com 


LYCRAS*NOTIONS*LACES*PATTERNS* 
Fabrics and patterns for swimsuits, lingerie, 
skating, drill team and dance costumes. A fan- 
tastic selection of lycras, powernets, glistenets, 
tricots, lingerie laces, notions, underwires, bra 
cups, etc. Quantity discounts available. Catalog- 
-$3.00. Color swatches--$2.00. FABRIC DEPOT, 
P.O. Box 411, Garwood, TX 77442-0411. Phone or 
Fax (979) 758-3100. www.FabricDepotCo.com 


PATTERNS 


www.SHOPONION.com - the only place to get 
Danish Design Onion patterns and accesories with 
English instructions! 


THIMBLES BY TJ LANE - exquisite sterling silver 
and very practical-USA made. www.thimbles2fit. 
com (866) 647-9673. 


ITALY FOR TEXTILE LOVERS. Savour fabric, yarn, 
food and wine on a journey that lights your cre- 
ativity. www.tactiletravel.com (617) 648-8119. 


SCRAP-BAGS”* PATTERNS Let our patterns be the 
canvas for your creativity! wwwscrap-bags.com 


Delta Sewing Furniture 
| Quality Value Style 


Your source for sewing cabinets with the looks of fine furniture, 


Sw 









Please visit www.deltasewing.com 


——— 


SNAPS 


The Original and Only Complete Source 

The largest selection of snap a] 
styles and colors for Shirts, 

Jeans, Jackets, Sportswear, Infants 

Wear & Leather. Free Catalog. 


The Gee ay Company 


P.O. Box 36108 -TH 
Dallas, Texas 75235 -1108 © 1-800-527-5271 






specializing in 
hawalian, 
tropical and 
polynesian prints 


Pas 
\ i 800-471-5542 


alensfabricinc@aol.com 





oi | cece 
= Ne. Tr) 


Bet et hve feecd ve, 
SUES SPARKLERS 


Hundreds of Ready Made 
Iron-On Metal and 
Swarovski* Crystal Transfers 
2 Ai ~ ¢ Crystal Zippers 
ay wo “ e Knit Sew-in Collars 


wr 1365. snipes ¢ Escondido, CA 92025 


Caenty 


Ex 


_- Pens 


60 pa page catalog ~ 53. 50 ¢ > Www. TACT com = 


ere eee eS 


BUTTONDRAWER.COM (| 


«© 


Over 7,000 styl s o 
buttons, clasps & thim mes 


Shop our online & 
catalog or call 


/ 220-434-1090 


www. buttondrawer.com 


ha eS ye te Ys A A ss hh lk nk aD 





Y 
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Purse Pattern, 


in 


PCS un 





rst FABRIC INC. 


www.alensfabricinc.com 








Blue? 


| Sad about not finding 

gorgeous fabric at great 
prices? Call, email, or 
visit our web site. 


Apple Annie Fabrics | 
566 Wilbur Av., (Rt. 103) 
Swansea, MA 02777 
508/678-5187 €lna 
anne@appleanniefabrics.com 
www.appleanniefabrics.com 























« WORKSHOPS FOR THE FASHION CONSCIOUS 
_ © LIMITED PARTIALSCHOLARSHIPS 
@ “PROJECT LINUS” NON-PROFIT BENEFIT 
*SPECTALROOM RATES - BEAVERTON PHOENIX INN 


BOLL ¥Y MCFRFADODE N 
15495 NW NORWICH STREET 
BEAVERTON. OR 97006 
dolly otkymcfadden.com 
P 


: §6803-645.44146 









Paron Fabrics West/Annex 
Your Source For Designer Discount Fabrics! 


| * * *& & & PRESENTS * * * * * * 
NYC’s Smart Online Fabric Source 


IMANHATTANFABRICS.COM 


Exclusive Designer Fabrics 


EUROPEAN CUT 


A book about drafting basic slopers the 


European way! 
For details and orders, please visit 


www.vestisbooks.com and save 20% 


Daitiat 


Fabrics for the artist in you 
www.materialgirlquilt.com 














oe 7 Finest Fabric Store 


y HABERMA 
@ 1 NRCS N 


.for bridal, apparel, & home décor. 
Shopping, swatching, projects at 









www.habermanfabrics.com 


905 S. Main St, Royal Oak, MI 48067 
Phone: (248) 541-0010 







www.artchixstudio.com 





OSes Visit us today at 
) wwwaartchixstudio.com 
and get a beautiful FREE | 
gift with your order! 


eather 


leABRICS 


Fine & interesting fabrics, patterns, sewing supplies. 


Madison, Wisconsin 


608 294-7436 www.gayteathertabrics.com 


A Fabric Oasis 


Top quality quilting fabrics 
Secure online shopping 










Entire Fairy Frost Collection 
from Michael Miller Fabrics 


www.atabricoasis.com 


P.O. Box 737 © Garrisonville, VA 22463 
(540) 286-2609 







Albuquerque 


a a 
ai 2 oa 


MAT=Xe 





www.fiberartsfiesta.org 
or send SASE to: A.F.A.C., 
PO Box 16443, Albq., NM 87191-6443 


Let our seers be 
the canvas for 
VielUim@ac lla 


. = 


Patterns available at independent fabric & quilt retailers 





OUTERWEAR & ACTIVEWEAR 
fabrics, patterns & notions 


5, aos) 242-3537 


fax: (403) 242-4171 
. DISCOUNT PRICES 





i 
be sheet BY AAATL 


hie ATA LE 


Les’ Bon Ribbon 


Offering a wide variety of top quality 
Ribbons, Trims and Buckles 


www.lesbonribbon.com 
Or call Donna at 225-262-1921 
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A Fabric Oasis 
Academy of Fine Sewing & 


Design 


Albuquerque Fiber Arts Fiesta 


Alen’s Fabric 

Alpha Impressions 
Anywhere Table 

Apple Annie Fabrics 
Arrowmont School 
Artchix Studio 
AtlasLevy 

Baby Lock 

Baer Fabrics 

Barudan America, Inc. 
Beacon Fabric & Notions 
The Bee Lee Company 
Bernina 


Birch Street Clothing 


Bright & Happy Fabric Store 


Britex Fabrics 

Burda World of Fashion 
Button Drawer 

Button Flower 

Buttons Northwest 
Candlelight Valley Fabrics 
Christine Jonson Patterns 
Claire Shaeffer 


Clothing Labels 4U.com 


The Couture Sewing School 


Create for Less 

Creative Sewing & 
Needlework Festival 

Cutting Corners, Inc. 

Cutting-Mats.net 

Darr, Incorporated 

Dawn Anderson Designs 

Delta Sewing Furniture 


Designer's Gallery 


Distinctive Fabric 


Distinctive Sewing Supplies 


Dolly Mc Fadden 
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www.afabricoasis.com 


www. finesewing.com 
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www.alensfabricinc.com 
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www. babylock.com 
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www.berninausa.com 

www. birchstreetclothing.com 
www. brightandhappyfabric.com 
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www.gipnews.com/crafts.html 
www.buttondrawer.com 
www.buttonflower.com 


www.buttonsofnw.com 


www.candlelightvalleyfabrics.com p. 82 


www.cjpatterns.com 


www.clothinglabelsqgu.com 
www.susankhalje.com 


www.createforless.com 


www.creativfestival.com 
www.cuttinglinedesigns.com 
www.cutting-mats.net 
www.darrsewnotions.com 
www.dawnandersondesigns.com 
www.deitasewing.com 
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software.com/th 
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www.dollymcfadden.com 


Earth Guild 
Edward R. Hamilton 
Bookseller 


Ehrman Tapestry 


The Electric Quilt Company 


Embroider This! 
EmbroiderySew.com 
Emma One Sock 
Fabric Corner 

Fabrics Unlimited 
Fabrics.net 

Fabulous Fit Dress Forms 
Fashion Design Online 
Fashionable Fabrics 
Fine Fabric Stores 
FineFabrics.com 


Fire Mountain Gems 


Folkwear 

Fuhng Satin Co., Inc. 
Gayfeather Fabrics 
General Label Mfg. 
GlitzOnline.com 

Gold Seal Products 
The Green Pepper 
Haberman Fabrics 
Havel’s, Inc. 

Hedgehog Handworks 
Helen Enox Fabrics 
Henrietta’s Handbags 
Hip Line Media 
Hobby Cabinets 
Homespun Wide Fabrics 
Horn of America, Inc. 
Hot Patterns 

Hugo's Amazing Tape 
Husqvarna/ Viking 
Independent Pattern 


Companies Alliance 


J.N. Zippers & Supplies Corp. 


Jacquard Extravorganza 


Jane Steinberg, Inc. 
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www.earthguild.com 


www.erhbooks.com/gmn 


www.ehrmantapestry.com 


— www.electricquilt.com 


www.embroiderthis.com 
www.embroiderysew.com 
www.emmaonesock.com 
www.thefabriccorner.com 
www.fabricsunlimited.com 
www-fabrics.net 
www.fabulousfit.com 
www. fashiondesignonline.com 
www.fashionablefabrics.com 
www.finefabricstores.com 
www.finefabrics.com 
www.firemountaingems.com/ 
freecatalog 
www.folkwear.com 
www.fuhngsatin.com 
www.gayfeatherfabrics.com 
www.generallabel.com 
www.glitzonline.com 
www.goldsealproducts.com 
www.thegreenpepper.com 


www.habermanfabrics.com 


www.havelssewing.com 


| www.hedgehoghandworks.com 


www.helenenoxfabrics.com 


www.henriettashandbags.com 


- www.hiplinemedia.com 


www.hobbycabinets.com 
www.homespunfabrics.com 


www.hornofamerica.com 


- www.hotpatterns.com 


www.amazingtape.com 


www.husqvarnaviking.com 


www.patterncompanies.com 
www.jnzipper.com 
www.jacquardproducts.com 


www.janesteinberg.com 
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Taioiie America 

Jo-Ann Stores, Inc. 

Kandi Corp 

Keepsake Quilting Supplies 
Koala Sewing Furniture 
Kyoto Kimono 

LEN Textiles 

Les’ Bon Ribbon 


Linda Stewart Couture 


Lodi Down & Feather 
Loes Hinse Design 
Lorraine Torrence Designs 
Lucysfabrics.com 
LutterlohPattern System 
Madeira Thread Treasure 
Chest 
Malden Mills Retail Store 


Manhattan Fabrics 


Manhattan Wardrobe Supply 


Manne-King Mannequins & 
Dress 

Marjorie Martin 

The Material Girls, LLC 

Mill End Store 

Monterey Mills 

My Twin Dress Forms 

MyNotions.com 

Oriental Silk Company 

Ottobre Design 

PAGE. 

PM Organics 

The Paisiey Pincushion 

PatternReview.com 

Peak Fabrics by Mail 

Pfaff 

The Pillow Lady 

Road to California 

Rowenta lrons 

Royalwood, Ltd. 

Santa Cruz Designs 


Sawyer Brook Fabrics 
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www.janome.com 
www.joann.com 
www.l-orna.com 
www.keepsakequilting.com 
www.nancysnotions.com 
www.kyotokimono.com 
www.lfntextiles.com 
www.lesbonribbon.com 
www.lindastewartcouture 
designs.com 
www.lodidownandfeather.com 
www.loeshinsedesign.com 
www.lorrainetorrence.com 
www.lucysfabrics.com 


www. lutterloh-system.com 


www.nancysnotions.com 
www.af-studios.com 
www.manhattanfabrics.com 


www.wardrobesupplies.com 
www.manne-king.com 


www.materialgirlquilt.com 
www. millendstore.com 
www.montereymills.com 
www.mytwindressforms.com 
www.mynotions.com 
www.orientalsilk.com 
www.ottobredesign.com 
www.paccprofessionals.org 
www.pmorganics.com 


www.paisleypincushion.com 


http://sewing.patternreview.com 


www.peakfabrics.com 
www.pfaffusa.com 
www.thepillowlady.com 
www.road2ca.com 
www.rowenta.ca 
www.royalwooditd.com 
www.santacruzdesigns.com 


www.sawyerbrook.com 
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Scrap-Bags 
Seattle Fabrics 
Sew Amazing 


Sew Images 


SEW STYLISH from Threads | 


Sew True 

Sew, Mama, Sew! 
Sewabration 

Sew-Brite Sewing Cabinets 
SewEzi 

Sewing & Stitchery Expo 
The Sewing Place 
Sewingmachinesplus.com 
SewkeysE Retreat 

Silk Baron 

The Silk Connection 


Simplicity Pattern Offer 


Simply Sunshine 


Solo Slide Fasteners 


Sterling Name Tape Company | 


Stretch House, Inc. 
Studiokat Designs 

Sue's Sparklers 

Super Silk 

Textile Fabric Store 

Thai Silks 

Thread Art 

ThreadPro 

Timmel Fabrics 

Trim Fabric 

Universal Presser Foot Lifter 
Utica Thread 

Vestis Books 

Virginia Marti Fabrics 
Waddington Sewing Center 
Wild Ginger Software, Inc. 
YKK Zippers 

Your Personal Fit 

Zipper Source 


Zundt Design 
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www.scrap-bags.com 
www-.seattlefabrics.com 
www.sew-amazing.com 


www.sewimages.com 


www.threadsmagazine.com/sew 


www.sewtrue.com 
www.sewmamasew.com 
www.sewabration.com 
www.sew-brite.com 
www.seweziusa.com 
www.sewexpo.com 
www.thesewingplace.com 


www.sewingmachinesplus.com 


www.silkbaron.com 
www.silkconnection.com 
www.threadsmagazine.com/ 
pattern 
www.simplysunshine.com 
www.soloslide.com 
www:sterlingnametape.com 
www.stretchhouse.com 
www. studiokatdesigns.com 
www.suessparklers.com 
www.supersilk.com 
www.textilefabricstore.com 
www.thaisilks.com 
www.threadart.com 
www.threadpro.com 
www.timmelfabrics.com 
www.trimfabric.com 
www.presserfootlifter.com 
www.uticathread.com 
www.vestisbooks.com 
wwwvirginiamartifabrics.com 
www.koalacabinets.com 
www.wildginger.com 
Wwww.zipperstop.com 
www,yourpersonalfit.com 
www.zippersource.com 
www.zundtdesign.com/ 


registration.htm 
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AUST 8 LINDA M. THIELFOLDT 





journey begins with one step. Or is it one rotation of my 
bicycle pedals? Or maybe one stitch? The answer, I have 
discovered, is all three. 

Last winter I broke my foot, so my beloved cross-country 
skiing was off-limits. Looking for ways to stay active, I bought 
a stationary bike, started pedaling, and immediately ran into 
a problem: Nothing on TV could keep me on my bike. I wan- 
dered into my sewing studio looking for a solution and spied 
the lovely fabric-covered magazine holders I had made for my 
Threads collection. It occurred to me to try reading, and I took 
one down. As luck would have it, the issue was from 1987. 

The graphics and photos were amusingly dated, and I laughed 
at the absence of Web sites listed in the ads, but I also found 
myself tagging 
page after page 
that I wanted 
to revisit with 


.. | have reread all 


yellow Post-it 
notes. Lost in 


pedaled more than 1,500 
miles, and feel light years 
away from where | began. 


my enthusiasm, 
J reached my 
exercise goal 

of 45 minutes 
before I knew it. 

Since I broke my foot, I have reread all of my Threads issues, 
pedaled more than 1,500 miles, and feel light years away from 
where I began. I realized that no matter how much technology, 
equipment, and fabrics may have changed between 1987 and 
2006, some things are constant. Handwork remains the basis 
for every masterpiece. Fitting is a constant challenge. And, like 
me, sewers everywhere love to embellish, are passionate about 
details, and endlessly search for creative ideas to make every 
garment special. 

What is more, I have rediscovered something that I had 
somehow forgotten: All of us do what we do with our sewing 
machines for the pure pleasure of it. The realization inspired 
me and, to date, I have made more garments this year alone 
than in the past five. 

Most surprising, while my mind grew, my body shrunk. Two 
sizes and 15 pounds all thanks to Threads! As | put the issues 


DOES THIS STORY REMIND YOU OF A SIMILAR EXPERIENCE? 


of my Threads issues, 


Road trip with Threads 





backin their holders, there are so many Post-it notes thatI can 
barely see the magazines. I smile because I feel as if I have re- 
connected with an old, dear friend. Now! know that Threads is 


always there, ready and willing to take me on anew journey. LU 





Linda M. Thielfoldt is a professional machine quilter from Troy, 
Michigan. She shares her passion for wearable art by teaching at 
localand national venues. 


We’re waiting to hear it! Email your story to th@taunton.com and you could be our next Closures author. 
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illustration: Paul Corio 
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Madeira Embroidery & Quilting Thread Treasure Chest 
180 Rayon 220 yd. spools +10 Metallic 220 yd. spools 
* 4 Bobbinfil 1650 yd. spools 


Special ! 
Bonus Free! 


Offer 


Free Hemline Studio 
Collection Sewing 
Machine Trolley with 
purchase of a 
Madeira Thread 
Treasure Chest. 





A°99.95 
value 








Slate Blue © | 


Available in 
three designer 
colors of 
premium wear- 
resistant quilted 
fabric. Choice of 
colors limited to 
stock on hand. 






very Spool, 
very Project. 


Over 
$1,000 


in Value 


All for just 


"290 


plus shipping 


— 


manent Thread Treasure Chest 





Madeira Thread Spools (194) 657.50 
Embroidery Designs CD (82 designs) 214.00 
Treasure Chest (Teak Burl or White) 160.00 
Color Cards & Conversion Chart 10.00 
Thread Snips & Seam Ripper 3.00 
Total Regular Retail Price 1044.50 


Special Sale Price 





“How could you not fall in love with all these colors — 
and what a bargain!” 


Nancy Zieman, PBS host of “Sewing with Nancy.” 


Nancy's Notions 


Call 1-800-833-0690 
| Give $C#069531-5557 Select chest and trolly color. | 


www.nancysnotions.com 





Ry 
_ Nancy's Promise... 
TAS3 Satisfaction Guaranteed 








Continental US shipments only. Limited time offer. 
READER SERVICE NO. 129 
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FINE FABRICS 


Fabric inspired 
by history 


Harriet Beecher Stowe is best 
known as the author of Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. But it is less known 
that she was considered a 
domestic goddess of her era, as 
well as an accomplished seam- 
stress. The launch of a new fab- 
ric line—named after Stowe’s 
book The American Woman's 
Home, a handbook of domestic 
advice coauthored with sister 
Catharine—celebrates this fact. 
The rich colors and designs 
of the 35 new textiles were 
inspired by artifacts in Stowe’s 
Hartford, Connecticut, home: 
plates, tablecloths, pillows, toi- 


letry sets, and most importantly, 


the plum silk-moiré dress, circa 
1880, on which autumn leaves 
and flowers were hand-painted 
in oil (shown at left). 

Few other fabric lines are 
based on a historical figure. The 
resulting soft cottons (bottom 
left) are a warm tribute to the 
many sides of Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, the “little lady who 
wrote the book that started 
this Great War!” as Abraham 


— Lincoln reportedly exclaimed in 
| 1862. Stowe’s bold, revolution- 


ary spirit was closely linked to 
home, family, and the power of 
a simple needle and thread. This 
shines a new light on the life of 
this extraordinary woman. 


To find fabrics in “Tne American 
Woman's Home Collection,” 
see Notions on p. 16. 


Photo of dress courtesy of The Hartford Courant. Text by Jennifer Sauer 


